


THE SUNNYSIDE STORY

For Sunnyside Acres Heritage Society

R.M. Strang, Ph.D., RPF (Ret’d)

F Sutis Bpe - flhSfperli aca

f%



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
From The Author

My thanks go to my Sunnyside colleagues, especially Dr. Diana Wegner for
much constructive editorial input and Roger Phillips for most helpful
comments and suggestions, and to Frank Rader, and my wife, Alison, for
computer guidance.

From The Society

The Sunnyside Acres Heritage Society appreciates the support it has enjoyed
from the City of Surrey. Since it was constituted in 1988, the Society has
benefited from the happiest of relations with staff in the Parks, Recreation
and Culture Department (PRCD) of the City of Surrey, which is the legal
owner of the Forest. Managers in the Parks Division have always been most
supportive and helpful; field staff unfailingly efficient, conscientious and
hard-working. The Society looks forward to continuing this productive
liaison.

The society is very grateful for the financial contributions which made it
possible to publish a limited number of copies of this booklet. We thank
Gordon Hogg (M.L.A.), the City of Surrey’s Grants Program and two anon-
omous donors most sincerely. The booklet is also available electronically

at the Society’s web site <www.sunnysideacres.org>

.
Has LRI hoe) Btlogs #o o

Jlob: Lot Frd i LI (ADTS


http://www.sunnysideacres.org

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Introduction
History of the Forest
From Old Growth to Second Growth

Saving and Protecting the Urban Forest
Save Our Sunnyside
‘Ongoing Stewardship
The Root-Rot Dilemma
The Sunnyside Urban Forest Advisory Committee
Society Projects and Events
Sharing the Vision with Surrey’s Parks Division
Awards

Challenges to the Forest

Biological Description of the Urban Forest
Climate
Topography and Soil
Vegetation and ecology
Fauna
Management

References



Maps

L.
2.

Small-scale location map
Large-scale map of the Urban Forest

Photographs

PN DA WN =

10.
11.
12.

13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22,

Old cedar stump showing faller’s notch and charring
Guided walk in the Forest

Garbage clean-up by S. O. S. members

Information kiosk and stem analysis display

Newly surfaced trail

Douglas-fir succumbing to laminated root rot

Callus formation on cut stump, 1999 & 2008
Degradation of an unauthorised trail by overuse in wet
conditions.

Obstacle-free trail named for Wally Ross

Jim Green cutting the 10™ anniversary cake.

Heart and Stroke Foundation trail marker

Visit to the Forest by Her Honour the Lieut.-Governor of
B.C. '

Twentieth anniversary celebration and presentation to Roy
Strang by Owen Croy and Ron Meadley

Calendars for 2006 and 2008

Soil profile showing compacted glacial plan

Elgin Creek, a salmon-bearing stream

Up-rooted root mats showing the absence of tap roots

A glacial erratic grano-diorite boulder.

Typical deciduous(mostly alder) stand.

Douglas-fir stand.

Cedar and hemlock regeneration under Douglas-fir canopy
Plaque on commemorative bench



Location of SUNNYSIDE ACRES URBAN FOREST

MUD BAY

BOUNDARY BAY

CRESCENT BEACH

/T~

140 St= Nichol Ad,

24™ AVE,

e WHITE ROCK

18™ AVE = N.Blul{ Rd.

SEMIAHMOD BAY

\.

v @ 51 5Hpo o N, Jf”\ﬂg'ﬁm AN






HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF SUNNYSIDE ACRES
URBAN FOREST

INTRODUCTION

In 1988, in response to strongly expressed community wishes, the Council of
the City of Surrey dedicated Sunnyside Acres as an Urban Forest (By-law
9800 pursuant to Section 533 of the Municipal Act, Chapter 290, R.S.B.C.
1979) (Appendix 1).

The Policy Manual of the Parks, Recreation and Culture Commission sets
out the purpose of an Urban Forest as follows:

Urban Forest Parks shall be set aside in perpetuity for their
intrinsic and heritage values to provide long-term
non-consumptive enjoyment and benefits to the general public.

The Forest is also a significant wildlife refuge in an increasingly urbanized
setting.

Intrinsic values include, but are not limited, to: air quality,

community values, ediication, forest biophysics, recreation,
and spiritual and human experzences - .
The followmg account explains why and how the Urban Forest came into
being and glves ‘a lay description of its biology and make-up. Further details
are presented in-the appendices for those wanting more specific or technical
information. -
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HISTORY OF THE FOREST
From Old Growth to Secondary Growth

One hundred and fifty years ago or more, the low ridge between Mud Bay
and Semiahmoo Bay was covered by mature woodland or old-growth forest
(North et al., 1979). The section of forest that eventually became Sunnyside
Acres Urban Forest lies on the Semiahmoo Peninsula in South Surrey (see
maps 1 and 2). The 19" century forest probably comprised ancient hemlock,
western red cedar and Douglas-fir, with alder in low-lying seepage areas.
There would have been an irregular understorey of shrubs, ferns and ground
vegetation with an abundance of bird and animal life but no Himalayan
blackberry, holly or ivy which are all recent introductions. The Semiahmoo
Trail or wagon road passed through the north-east corner of the Forest
facilitating travel between Blaine and New Westminster for early settlers. It
has now been dedicated as a Heritage Trail (Dowle, 2009).

The forest of the Sunnyside area was logged for approximately 30 years,
from the 1880s to about 1920. Initially, oxen hauled felled logs on three
major skid roads to the Nicomekl River where there were three lumber mills
and a shingle mill. Horses replaced oxen around 1890 until they in turn were
supplanted by donkey engines and light rail lines. Campbell River Mills laid
out a railway into the Acres area from the east in 1887 and another from
Blackie Spit via Crescent Beach and 20™ Avenue to the area near today’s
Dogwood Park. There was also the Royal City Logging Ditch, one-quarter
mile west of the Coast Meridian Road, which used a system of floodgates
and retention ponds to float logs down to the Nicomekl until 1891. Written
accounts refer mostly to Douglas-fir but cedar must also have been harvested
to feed local sawmills and for shakes and shingles; residual cedar stumps
were still visible 100 years later with their characteristic notches into which
fallers inserted their springboards.



Photo 1. Old cedar stump showing faller’s notch and charring.

Natural regeneration, most probably of alder and then Douglas-fir, would
have followed the years of logging and patch burning. Local anecdotal
evidence suggests the last fire burned in 1929. Some Douglas-firs survived
the fire thanks to their thick bark, which serves as an insulator.

There is no record of organised activities in the young forest as it grew back
though locals probably hunted there and alder was taken for firewood, some
being shipped to Vancouver. Water is said to have been drawn from wells in
the north-eastern portion. Of the wildlife in the Forest, locals reported
sightings of cougar as late as the nineteen forties (Strachan, 1995). In the
sixties and seventies trails were developed by local horse riders and
eventually became the basis for today’s pathways.

Saving and Protecting the Urban Forest
Save Our Sunnyside Society

For years the City of Surrey classified the forest as “undesignated” pending
a decision on development. Much of the area had reverted to the City during
the depression years following default on taxes. Suggestions for use included
an airstrip, but the advent ofjet-powered aircraft with their requirement for
long runways contributed to the decision not to proceed. Other suggestions



included underground gas or water storage, golf courses and housing, though
none of these ever materialised. The White Rock/South Surrey Naturalists
lobbied for preservation in the seventies but without tangible results.
Probably the first formal proposal came in 1973 from the White Rock
Chamber of Commerce who recommended the Acres be developed as a
recreational area. No action resulted and that proposal was followed by
another to make the Acres into a demonstration forest with the products and
proceeds accruing to the City. This was politely received by the mayor, Don
Ross, but again no action resulted.

In 1986 Mayor Don Ross and Council convened a public meeting to discuss
the area’s future. A number of locals, quite independently of one another,
felt that the forest should be preserved intact as it was the only remaining
sizable tract of natural second-growth forest in the lower mainland. As a
result of this meeting, these locals formed the Save Our Sunnyside Society.
Led by the late Wally Ross, the Society (SOS) lobbied for preservation of
the forest. Wally was joined by Gitta Becker, Roy Strang, the late Chris
George, the late Anne Green, the late Sharon Beech and the late Joe Nagel
to form the nucleus of SOS. Over the years, many others have participated
with intermittent help.

Formally constituted as a Society, SOS set out on a vigorous campaign to
generate public support (membership eventually exceeded 2000) and to raise
needed funds. Letters were written to the local Peace Arch News which
published an explanation of the values at risk (Appendix 2).

SOS developed a Management Plan listing trees, shrubs and birds known to
occur in the Forest, and gave a detailed presentation before City Council.
Knowledgeable Society volunteers also led guided walks through the Forest.

Photo 2. Guided walk in the Forest.



In addition, the society printed an illustrated map and descriptive brochure,
prepared a photo display, and organized garbage clean-up days (Appendix
3)-

Photo 3. Garbage clean-up by SOS members.



J. Nagel, E. Mann, J. Bekker, G. Bekker, J. Morassutti, E. Tuomaala

With help from SOS members, a student mapped the forest vegetation and
produced a forest cover type map. All this took time, effort and money.
From casinos, garage sales and memberships SOS raised and spent just over
$39,000 to finance its campaign and to fund the several activities. The local
newspaper was supportive throughout.

Not suprisingly, there was strong opposition from would-be developers, their
allies, and a vocal golfing lobby. SOS members were careful to be factual
and accurate in their presentations and statements, never using
confrontational tactics or hysterical hyperbole. Indeed, one Council
opponent who openly favoured development conceded that “these people
know what they’re talking about.” One argument in favour of development
and against preservation was that revenues were being lost from this “waste
land”. The effective counter was to contrast servicing costs and taxes in
urban areas unfavourably against those levied in rural areas (Appendix 2).

The campaign climaxed in a referendum attached to the 1988 municipal
election. Voters were asked to choose between development and
preservation. A voter turn-out of more than 40% gave an overwhelming 86%
vote for preservation - a very gratifying result for SOS members. It must be
conceded that the timing of the vote worked in their favour - the rapid pace
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of development in South Surrey at the time was disturbing to many residents
and the referendum provided an opportunity to send a message to Council. It
was much too significant to be ignored and Council proceeded to formal
dedication in December 1988. Though it is technically possible to reverse a
dedication, such a step is highly unlikely now and would probably be
politically very risky.

As a dedicated Urban Forest, it was set aside for quiet enjoyment and
appreciation by the community. The over-riding management principle now
Is minimal disturbance or interference with natural change, or succession
compatible with public safety.

Ongoing Stewardship

Having succeeded in its objective, SOS disbanded and was reborn as the
Sunnyside Acres Heritage Society (SAHS). The reconstituted group
continued fund-raising, offering guided walks in the Forest, organizing
garbage clean-ups, and publicizing the Acres. Local scouts, cubs and some
school groups help with garbage clean-up and occasional tree planting. In
1993 the Society was happy to share with the City the costs of creating a
parking lot, erecting a small kiosk where a map and photographs are
displayed, and surfacing major trails to improve footing and to minimise
erosion (Appendix 3)

Photo 4. Information kiosk and stem analysis display.
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Photo 5. Newly surfaced trail.

After the SOS campaign, another significant factor came to light: the Forest
Is the last stand over 100 years old of the native forest which once covered
much of the Lower Mainland. (Technically, it is in the transition zone
between two major ‘biogeoclimatic regions’, the Coastal Douglas-fir [CDF]
and the Coastal Western Hemlock [CWH]). The only other example, in
Lighthouse Park in West VVancouver, is much younger (Appendix 4).

Forestry students from B.C. Institute of Technology carried out a stem
analysis on one mature Douglas-fir that showed an age of 97 years at stump
height and a uniform growth rate indicating that growing conditions had not
varied much during the tree’s life. We can assume that this tree became
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established soon after logging and survived subsequent fires. (The data and
representative stem sections are on display in the information kiosk.)

The Root-Rot Dilemma

An indigenous fungus, laminated root rot {Phellinus sulphurascens), is
killing Douglas-fir and hemlock in parts of the Forest. To ascertain the rate
of spread of the fungus and to determine which shrub species colonize the
area after the conifer overstorey has died off, senior biology students from
nearby Semiahmoo Secondary School teamed with the Society in a long-
term survey study—and, incidentally, were introduced to simple field ecology
methods. This educational project, however, was overtaken by events. As
the root rot spread and increasing numbers of Douglas-fir and hemlock died,
they were replaced by a dense growth of shrubs. It became apparent that a
management decision and action were imperative. Quite apart from other
considerations, the increasing number of dead and dying trees close to roads
and trails posed an unacceptable hazard.

Photo 6. Douglas-fir succumbing to laminated root-rot.
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A lengthy debate ensured, with strongly-held views and opinions from both
management and public participants. A consultant’s report clarified the
issue, set out five options and identified a preference to fell and girdle
infected trees in an effort to create a quarantine belt to contain the fungus.
While a majority agreed with the consultant the decision was not at all
unanimous—the local community was divided with many but, by no means
all, accepting the consultant’s recommendation. After a searching
discussion, the Parks, Recreation and Culture Commission, PRCC and Parks
Department staff endorsed the recommendation to create a buffer strip by
felling or girdling infected trees. Callus development on cut stumps draws its
energy from contact with roots of adjacent trees, thus confirming that root
grafting takes place and facilitates spread of the fungus.

Photo 7. Callus formation on cut stump, 1999 and 2008.
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In the late winters of 2003 and 2004, the Parks Division organized and
supervised an operation that involved the clearing of ten-metre-wide
containment strips around the diseased areas and replanting with deciduous
species which do not support the fungus. (In clearing the major containment
belt in 2004, 693.2 cubic metres of logs were extracted, valued at
$93.82/m3.) Natural regeneration of western red cedar could be sustained in
the containment strip since evidence is accumulating that it too is resistant to
the fungus (Lucas, 2008). Unfortunately, there is no guarantee that this
treatment will be successful in containing the fungus — it was applied as the
“least bad option,” and is, in effect, a long-term experiment. Effects continue
to be monitored.

Because laminated root rot is endemic up and down the west coast from
Oregon to B.C.’s mid-coast, any attempt to contain it is at odds with the
basic management principle of leaving the Forest to develop naturally. On
the other hand, it must also be recognised that earlier removal of alder and
birch for firewood (some of which was shipped to Vancouver) had hastened
the re-establishment of Douglas-fir. It began to grow before root systems of
the previous conifer stand had decayed and reduced the prevalence of the
fungus. The eventual decision to clear containment belts in the hope of
preventing the fungus from spreading was taken because of the real risk that
all of the Douglas-fir component would succumb in a relatively short time.
Were the fungus to spread unchecked, the Forest would become a long-
lasting brushfield (Appendix 5). To restore a forest cover, since 2006 more
than 400 Society members and volunteers supported by Parks staff have
planted 3000 native deciduous trees and shrubs in the containment or
quarantine belt. It is evident that, once a tree over-storey is removed, a very
vigorous stand of shrubs takes over — huckleberries, salal and sword fern
predominate. This shrub layer is so dense both above and below ground that
it is very difficult for tree seedlings to become established against such
competition.

The philosophical debate generated by the root rot dilemma is mirrored in
the problem of dealing with the alien holly and English ivy, both of which
are now naturalized in this region. They are introduced into the Forest
almost certainly from adjacent gardens where birds ingest the seeds and then
defecate amongst the trees, a completely natural process. Holly is benign but
ivy is damaging and so management is faced with two conundrums: should
naturalized, invasive species be accepted as components of the Forest, and,
if not, how can they be eradicated or at least controlled (Appendix 6).
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The Sunnyside Urban Forest Advisory Committee

In 1997 the City created a new advisory body, Sunnyside Acres Urban
Forest Advisory Committee, which reports to the PRCC. The 11-member
committee has representation from:

The Association of B.C. Forestry Professionals or a profession with
comparable or equivalent expertise (such as a Registered Professional
Biologist)

A recognized bicycle association (such as SORCE)

PRCC (non-voting)

SAFIS members (3)

Surrey School District #36

Western Canada Wilderness Committee

White Rock/South Surrey Naturalists

The youth community

Member-at-Large

The Advisory Committee has a much wider representation than the Society
but has a complementary role. With three of the eleven seats on this
Committee, the Society negotiates its priorities with other groups which may
have different perspectives and bring other concerns that can also bear on
management decisions.

Some of these differing views became apparent in a controversy over
mountain bike use in the Forest, which was compounded by the lack ofa
definition ofthe boundary between the Urban Forest and the Mountain Bike
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Park. Now that the Bike Park has been formally included with the dedicated
area of the Forest, the Advisory Committee’s role is to ensure that mountain
bike riding is confined to the approved area. Unregulated use of wetter trails
in the Forest by off-track or single-track cyclists has resulted in significant
soil degradation, most notably around the headwaters of Elgin Creek.

Photo 8. Degradation of an unsanctioned trail by overuse in wet
conditions (Anon.).

The Society hopes that, with education, supervision and encouragement of
activity in the approved area, this problem will be minimised if not
completely resolved. Indeed, the activity and advocacy of SORCE have
gone a long way to achieving this desirable end.

Society Projects and Events

With the creation of the Advisory Committee, the Society has assumed a
reduced, watchdog function but it has remained actively engaged in
stewarding the Forest and has initiated a number of projects.

A particularly exciting project has been the creation of a barrier-free trail
accessible to any in wheel chairs or whose sight is impaired. The project was
undertaken jointly by the City and the Society, in consultation with a local
firm of landscape architects and designers (Phillips, Winori and Long Inc.),
and partially funded by the TD Bank’s Friends of the Environment
Foundation. The trail was named for the late Wally Ross and opened by
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Mayor Doug MacCallum in summer 1997. It enables the physically-
challenged to experience and enjoy the forest along an easy, obstacle-free
Lkm circuit, starting and ending at the parking lot.

Photo 9. Obstacle-free trail named for Wally Ross.

Another important initiative has been a Fire Management Plan, which is now
in place. It was drafted by two Society members and, with input from the
City’s Fire Department, refined by Parks Division staff. It stipulates manual
ground fire suppression, so as to preclude incursion of heavy earth-moving
vehicles which can cause major soil disturbance (Appendix 7). Aerial attack
will only be deployed if manual efforts at suppression are insufficient.

In 1998 the Society held an Open House to celebrate the tenth anniversary of
the Forest’s dedication (Appendix 8). The Mayor, Doug McCallum, and the
chairman ofthe PRCC, Shaun Wilson, congratulated the Society; Jim Green,
widower of the late Anne Green, cut a celebratory cake. Anne had been a
zealous worker for the Society until illness prevented her from continuing.



Photo 10. Jim Green cutting the 10** anniversary cake (Anon.).

In 1999 the Society and the Parks Department assisted the BC and Yukon
Heart and Stroke Foundation in its campaign to encourage walking for
health. A series of direction and distance markers have been installed along

the main trails with funding assistance from the Surrey Foundation.

Photo 11. Heart and Stroke Foundation trail marker.

In January, 2003, the Society had the pleasure of conducting Her Honour,
the Lieutenant-Governor, lona Campangolo, at her request, on a tour of the

Forest.
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Photo 12. Visit to the Forest of Her Honour, the Lieutenant-Governor of
BC. (J. Meagher)

A year later, January 2004, the Society installed a memorial bench
recognizing the contributions of Chris George and Joe Nagel, both deceased.
The name of the late Sharon Beech will also be added.

In 2005 the Society sponsored a photography competition with support from
local businesses. One hundred and two photographs were submitted by 29
exhibitors and the best were used in a 2006 Sunnyside Acres calendar. It
proved to be very successful, both artistically and financially, and was
recognised with a Heritage Award by Surrey’s Heritage Commission. That
year the Society also organized a major clean-up effort by community
volunteers. With sponsorship from Starbucks, it was successful in removing
truck loads of garbage and in raising significant funds for the Society.

In 2006 Surrey’s Parks Division used input from Society members to
develop a self-guiding tour of the Forest. The brochure describes eleven
interesting or unusual ecological features each identified by a numbered
marker. Also in 2006 the Society volunteers, with support from Starbucks
again, removed large amounts of invasive weeds and replanted the sites with
native plants.

In May of 2008, the Society celebrated the 20™ anniversary of its successful
campaign to save the Forest, which culminated in its dedication as an Urban
Forest. At the event Roy Strang was recognized for his stewardship and
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advocacy for Sunnyside and presented with a plaque that was then affixed to
a specially dedicated bench in the Acres. The plaque reads: “Honouring Roy
Strang, ... A true friend ofthe Forest.” He was also made a life member of
the Sunnyside Acres Heritage Society (Appendix 9).

Photo 13. Twentieth anniversary celebration and presentation to Roy
Strang by Owen Croy and Ron Meadley (D. Wegner).
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Sharing the Vision with Surrey’s Parks Division

Although the make-up of the Forest will change with time in the natural
process of plant succession, it will remain a forest. Surrey’s Parks Division
and the Society work together as stewards of the Forest developing and
promoting a vision of the Forest that conforms to the Policy Manual’s
stipulation that it is “set aside in perpetuity.” The two agencies enjoy a
productive and harmonious relationship.

The Parks Division manages trails and trees and runs student programs that
help steward Sunnyside Acres. The Division is responsible for trail
maintenance and for felling any trees which threaten to fall near trails, so-
called “hazard trees.” Since 2001, the City has utilized summer students in a
Surrey Natural Areas Program (SNAP), initially four, now twelve each
summer. There are Habitat Restoration, Environmental Education and
Environmental Outreach teams which help with closures of unauthorized
trails and removal of invasive alien plants. A newer summer program,
EcoRangers, has proved to be a successful addition; students and others
patrol the Forest giving advice and guidance to visitors, ensuring they keep
to authorized trails, leash their dogs, and remain alert to fire danger during
spells of hot weather.

These programs have been very successful; they provide valuable

environmental work experience to students and deploy an extra, enthusiastic
workforce.
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Awards

In addition to the Heritage Award for the Sunnyside calendar, the Society
was honoured in 1988 with an Environmental Achievement Award by the
City of Surrey. It also received the Friends of Heritage 1999 Award from the
City’s Heritage Advisory Committee.

Photo 14. Sunnyside calendars, 2006 and 2008 (A. Lockley).

Challenges to the Forest

Although the status of the Forest seems secure, it cannot be said that there is
no longer any threat. Root-rot, fire, and the actions of some visitors are
ongoing issues. Development of root rot infection in the Douglas-fir
component remains uncertain. While steps have been taken to contain the
root rot fungus, success is not guaranteed. Although it is hoped containment
will be successful, the possibility remains that the Douglas-fir component of
the Forest will, within a few years, be converted to a persistent brushfield
which will have very different characteristics and afford a very different
habitat. In addition, Douglas-fir beetle has recently been detected in a few
trees weakened by root-rot. More recently, detailed inventory has revealed a
small tract in the Forest occupied mostly by black cottonwood trees that is
officially ‘red-listed’; this listing means that the stand is extremely rare and
endangered so that it should be specially monitored and protected.

Wildfire is an ever-present possibility, aggravated by the thoughtlessness of
those few visitors who smoke and discard cigarette butts and matches during
weeks of hot, dry weather. The worse threat, summer bonfires, is relatively
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unlikely although five occurrences have been noted since the Forest was
dedicated.

Another threat is posed by a few walkers and mountain bike riders who
' persist in creating new paths where none are wanted, instead of keeping to
authorized trails. This is potentially most damaging in the environmentally-
sensitive south-western section where Elgin Creek rises. The Society is
using education and community outreach to prevent the Forest from
becoming a network of criss-crossing trails and disturbed habitat. (This
problem is by no means unique to Sunnyside.)

Perhaps the most insidious threat is small, apparently insignificant
encroachment along the margins. In one instance, BC Hydro staff, clearing
the right-of-way, unwittingly extended their work over the boundary and
into the Forest just at bird nesting time. Other encroachments develop when
residents living beside the Forest use it as a dumping ground for their garden
waste. Each time they go a step or two deeper into the Forest and introduce
invasive exotic plants such as lamium and Himalayan blackberry. These
damaging additions to the Forest’s plant community are, unfortunately, now
being paralleled in the faunal composition. Misguided residents have been
seen catching and releasing grey squirrels into the Forest where they are a
danger to the smaller, native Douglas squirrel. This practice is as unwise as
it is illegal.

Alone, these encroachments seem inconsequential; collectively, they
threaten the Forest’s integrity. If; as is likely at some time in the future, 24™
Avenue is widened to four lanes, it will be essential to make adequate
provision for animal and pedestrian crossing to avoid splitting the Forest into
two smaller, disassociated segments.

As the population on the Semiahmoo Peninsula has increased it has exerted
increasing pressure on the Forest environment and its values as a social and
wildlife refuge. The best safeguard is for the community at large to-
recognize and value the unique and irreplaceable qualities of ‘their’ Forest,
to support its preservation and to insist that it be kept as a natural forest-in-
being in perpetuity. The Society believes its active stewardship and
vigilance, in collaboration with the Parks Division’s support, will continue
to be an educational force and motivate the community to respect and
protect the Forest’s intrinsic and life-supporting values.
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BIOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE FOREST
Climate

The Forest has a relatively mild climate. Long-term mean annual
temperatures average about 10° C while winter means are near or slightly
above freezing. Temperature extremes are not severe, with the highest on
record at 36° C and the lowest at -15° C. On average there are more than 200
frost-free days annually and over 1,900 hours of sunshine.

Precipitation falls mostly as rain with a distinct winter peak. Between1938
and 2004 there were 15 summers when no rain fell for 30 days or more, the
longest dry period being 58 days in1951. In 1958 there was a 62 day spell
with only a small amount of rain (7.0mm) on one day. These data indicate
that, on average, one summer in four will have 30 or more consecutive days
without measurable rainfall; dry spells of 3 weeks or more are quite common
(Appendix 10).This is obviously relevant to concerns for fire protection.

Winds blow mostly from the south-west where the Forest is exposed.
Breakage and up-rooting of trees is clear evidence of strong winter winds,
another management factor. (No area-specific wind speed data are available;
storms with wind speeds exceeding 100 km/hr have been recorded from time
to time.)

Topography and Soil

The Forest occupies a low ridge 120m above sea level in the centre of the
Semiahmoo Peninsula, with gentle slopes to the north and west. There are no
steep slopes to inhibit access or management.

Four similar soil types have been mapped: Bose, Boosey, Sunshine, and
Heron (Appendix 11). None is good agricultural soil and all are underlain by
glacial till so compacted as to be virtually impervious and impenetrable.
Only the best-drained of the four types, the smallest in extent, is rated as
“good” for recreational use and the other three are rated “poor” because of
inadequate drainage. All are good forest soils with potential productivity
more than 10 cubic metres/hectare/year (>10m/ha/a), in contrast to the
provincial average which is <3m/ha/a. (Luttmerding, 1980; Peepre,1987).

25



Photo 15. Soil profile showing compacted glacial pan.

Disturbed
‘A & ‘B’
horizon

‘C’ horizon,
compacted
glacial till

The headwaters of Elgin and Anderson Creeks rise in the deciduous forest
south of 24" Avenue. Elgin Creek supports a coho salmon population in its

lowest reaches above the confluence with the Nicomekl River. Low flows
during summer are augmented by drawing water from the confined aquifer
which lies at depth below the Forest.

Photo 16. Elgin Creek, a salmon-bearing stream (A. Lockley, A.
Strang).
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The smaller Anderson Creek also flows northwards into a storm drain

system on 29" Avenue and then into the Nieomekl River upstream of Elgin
Creek.

The Forest is eharacterised by an irregular mound-and-pit micro-relief. This
develops when shallow-rooted trees are up-rooted by wind and drag up earth
attached to the root mat, leaving a cold, wet hollow which is unfavourable to
plant growth. This happens most often when the soil is saturated in late
winter or early spring (Strang, 2001).

Photo 17. Upturned root mats showing the absence of tap roots (A.
Lockley).
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An interesting feature of the Forest is the very large grano-diorite glacial
erratic boulder lying near the northern entrance off 148 Street.

Photo 18. A glacial erratic grano-diorite boulder.
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Vegetation and Ecology

The vegetation is a recovering second-growth stand which has developed
after logging at the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, with
subsequent clearing and intermittent burning. Fire scars on one old Douglas-
fir support these dates. Alder and birch were felled for firewood in the
middle of the 20*" century, some of it being shipped to Vancouver.

There are three predominant stand types, each reflecting soil type and past
treatment. These are a deciduous type, a Douglas-fir type, and an
intermediate mixed species type. The deciduous type is the most extensive,
occupying two-thirds of the area. It is found on the wetter sites, mostly in the
west and south-west portions. Red alder is the most common species with
some birch, black cottonwood and big-leaf maple. The light canopy makes
possible a vigorous understorey of elderberry, huckleberries, Oregon grape,
sword fern and vine maple. Clumps of western Trillium are widespread
while rattlesnake plantain occurs sparsely, somewhat outside its usual range.
Indian pipe is rare.

Photo 19. Typical deciduous (mostly alder) stand.
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The Douglas-fir type is irregular with a scattering of branchy veterans,
which survived the fires, amongst quite dense post-fire stands. There is a
vigorous shrub and fern understorey (Appendix 12). This is a serai or
intermediate development stage towards the eventual climax. One authority
(Klinka, 2001) states that the Forest is within the Coastal Douglas-fir moist
maritime biogeoclimatic sub-zone (CDFmm). Another opinion is that it lies
in the very dry Coastal Western Hemlock sub-zone (CWHxm) (Appendix 4).

Photo 20. Douglas-fir stand.

The widespread occurrence of cedar and hemlock regeneration and the
absence of Douglas-fir regeneration support this latter view. It is perhaps
safest to put it in a transition zone between the two having some
characteristics of each. Climate data lend support to this: total precipitation
is in the upper limit of the CDF range; summer rainfall averages near the
bottom of the CWH bracket (Meidinger, et al., 2005).
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Photo 21. Cedar and hemlock regeneration under Douglas-fir canopy.

The mixed species type is intermediate between the deciduous and Douglas-
fir types and has some characteristics of each in varying proportions.

Fauna

The deciduous and mixed species types are prime wildlife habitat providing
forage, thermal cover and concealment. The one small deer herd uses them
almost exclusively, but coyotes, raccoons and Douglas squirrels range
widely. Seventy-nine bird species have been identified and listed (Appendix
13).

Management

The basic management principle for the Forest is to leave it to nature, that is,
to seek minimum interference as is compatible with safety while recognising
the starting point for current recovery has been much disturbed. This
disturbance is most noticeable in the pockets of laminated root rot fungus
where the Douglas-fir and hemlock are succumbing. One could expect a
significant re-colonisation by alder but it is largely absent because of
firewood cutting, such that the affected areas are now occupied by a dense
shrub community which inhibits tree seedling establishment. Fires in the
1920s and subsequent cutting for firewood have removed many of the
potential seed trees and so succession following elimination of the conifers
will be slow. In the wetter areas, now occupied by the deciduous type, cedar
is coming in only very slowly; it will be a long time before it is a dominant
species again.
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The spacing of many large cedar stumps, still evident throughout the Forest,
suggests how it may have looked prior to logging.
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APPENDICES

Appendix 1. Dedication of Sunnyside Acres
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What oie you being asked
in this referendum?

Youill bé asked fv:o quastions thot mey deiermifie
the luture use o Sunnyside Acres and Green Timbers:
A, “Are youinfavaui of dedicating Lots 1 and 2ot
Sunn<oe Acresas U rbon Ferest Parkond Lot 3
and 4 of Sunnyside Acres as Parks"’
YESO NOT

B. “*Are youin favour of dedicating lots), 2,3, 4 ond

5 6f Green Tinbers os Urban Forest Park?” .
YESO NOD

You aré utged 1 answer borh.quaskions v #youlive

clesar 1o ohe pork than the otnes:

e SO
e s
K e g
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Why a referendum?

Countilis holding iFis reletesidum to enoblsit o
dedicote poriions &1 Sunnyside Actes for Ures: fatest
Parhand Park, and poitions of Gieen Timbers for Urbon
Ferest Potk, in @ manner tat woulg moke 1 very,
diffieoh ¢ chonge the usesTater. o ordes 1o poss the
by-lows 10 this olfect, the ossentof electonina
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Whot hpens if the majority
e Aoseseoisiil s i

e Taga et it
e 2ol

?ﬁf%m‘gai{q;w

N{éﬁ"ﬁﬁﬁmﬁwﬁ?

WAl

s
R el Segien

oy aluicied eigaveii il

B0 N
Erdegrpadildoalopini, |

37




3. Public Information Program

In order for Surr'»y residents to be able to andersti.id the purpose

and implications of the tvo pack d~icatlons |

following pcogram which will coat in the ocdec of »20,000 and a

timetable.
Approximate
Cost
1. Press release advising the
public of the by-law(s) and
voting procedures.
2. Newspaper advertisements $3,000
3. Brochure
- production & printing $7,500
- Rial Ling $4,500
4, Consultant cost $3.000
Total approximate cost $18.000-f-
W. Vollrath

Municipal Cleric

WV/gjb/7852n

c.c. - Parks 6 Recreation Administrator

Date

October 12

November S«
9, 12. 16

November 7
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SOKE VOTES RIGMIOMC .aSIIICATION. REFEaESUA AKC PASSAGF OF

J.

10.

A municipal council may,
property ownod by _the flunlclpal*Ey
(Section 533i Municlpad Act of B.C.)

L-n -riuiiry5:3i;u““of:c”j:«iiror .t rrn™-5:;ssn<,iScr

metres (1.236 actea). - e
(Section 533p Municipal Act of B.C.)
Thu ..cunt of th. _uctoi. .hall b. ovtjlanced by ballot in thu torn

of a question to be answered Yes or 1«
(Section 305. Municipal Act of B.C.)

Every proposed by-lav must have three separate readings.
(Surrey By-tiaw # 415~. as awended.)

Th. a.sunt of the el.ctoc. nust foUou third ru.dint, but prucoac

final _adoption. . « Ny
(Section 296, Municipal Act of B.C.I
Every propose*! by-law or a synopsis thereof must be posted and

published at least ten days before polling day.
(Section 303. Municipal Act of B.C.)

o N . _ _ _ _ _
EATLE PRI IOhed PYRABILERVARINSR 124" HhatMtecdAsetiol Pot more
than one month after third reading.

(Section 302, Municipal Act ol B.C.)

Generally speaking, a referendum (-assent i

conducted In the same manner as a municipal elt . io..

(Sections 301 and '“US, Municipal Act of B.C.)

For reasons of cost and converience, referenda aro usually conducted
at the same time and in the same places as municipal elections.
(Editorial Comment.)

«:very proposed by-law must be typewritten or printed before

presentation to Council.
(Surrey By-Law s 4155, as amended.)

Prepared for SOS Executive
August, 196B,

C§ VW, '
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SEPTEMBER 9, 1988
municipal manager

of 1I n Hodica™ed it is cxtrowely glfflcult
course, once lan exal er Jn.Gavren
to convert t L (\j/n’\rpretir, *d?dlc. ting it —ppi™

pShUc ptlrpp..", -iheit net . park In thin in.tance, rt «aa
said on p. 198;

;hr;arveo"f L. ?aid tgnak}slé}?(%htv%ﬁﬁﬁ ‘?Sﬁas't%” tﬂ@

publice”

Easeotialy. -dedicatton- means ot“lIt
for p-jblic no other r»9hts than such
tor any scneral or pubuUc™M~ exercise and enjoyment of the

““bUc"uHs to which the proparly has been devoted.

Generally, the and”"compHance therewith
conditions, restrictions and limitations, ano u f

is essential unless waived.

In Re Peck v* eaﬁ': ?Igéﬂ u € o0.B. 2%1 't RS h? dshai‘?

where land has been dedicated “J J terms of the trust must be
be used for a specific purpose, the te™™oF the

observed and tke land to alienate the land for
Therefore, if the attLpt may be restrained by
another public N R. 716 Tont. C.A.).

injunction; Re Gemmill (1946) 2 d.i.k.
:n conclusion, the by-law to N";;“<<““tireXvi»to?r"th.""1"N1d

?:nds"Tha”llI“‘Se«““d <<\/206 extremely difficult to derogate from

the same once dedicated.

3fQERT Wi JACOBS

v~Aunicip”™l Solicitor

RWJ:ralg

Parks”rReeJeation Administrator

DIrector™oc”planning ft Development Services
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a)

b)

e)

d)

THE CORPORATION OP THE DISTRICT OF SURREY
Tlwotable ro RcfetCTvdum

Wovher 1987 Election

Initial procs reloas* advising the public of
proRrara and voting procedure

Brochure " sailed to residents

Newspaper advertlsesenta (last 2 weeks of
caapalgn)

Radio advcrtiscsenta <2 per day for 6 days)

Public information tneatina
News release advising public of information
meeting to be placed the last week In October,

Oct.

flov.

Nov.

Nov.

Sov.

13

7. 11. U U 18

13 “<19

3 orb
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2 ‘v LB H . -
| AUANEOARRT AU,

\ - ' PLCTIATION CTPRRTATHT

, IHE CORPORATION OF THE DISTRICT OF Stwmy DEC1 G188

. i AT e

o DY-LAW ¥o. 9000 1}‘»‘_$¥'1't43 u’*."@;'
A by-law.'to authorize the dedieation of cotdhhm—————ir
lands’ a6 Urhan Forast Pack and Public Parkg. '

. -l-o‘cvqoonl-oa.éo'q-roto

o . : 035¥6~ S50} *
WHEREAS 1t is deefiod expediont to ‘Lormally dedicate as

‘uEbSEN £ozust ’_{mti& ond pack.certain ands held by the '

Corporation of the District of Surrey for park purposos;

HOW' THEREFORE the' Municipal: Counctl df The Cozporation of

the District of Surfey in opon mecting sssembicd HEREBY ENACTS
AS. FOLLGHS:

1. For the purpose of thist."!_:y-'.faw, urhan -forest park moans:

“A lazge: tecact of wooded. land logated within a populous
camrunity, dodicated for the piblic's use and enjp)'-ment-nhﬂ

to the managepent; .cohsaevation and -enhancement of the

native flota and fauna." :

. And this' dedication will Permit forest management, the
construction: of wallking trails, pleniic droas .and wachrooms,
and packifig' areas to aceqmgod'n:e thona individuaic using-
the urban forest: pazk, .

' 2. The follovwisng decoiibied laads, owned by the Corporation of.

the District of Surcey an held for PAXK are Kereby
dedicated as urbon foreot pack.

Lot One (1) 'of the W /i4 Section 22, Tewnship
One (1}, Plan . » N6D; and -

————

* Lot Twa of £Hb NE 1/1, 5eéion 16 and of the iW
. NWD

1/4, section 13, ‘Township 1, Plan
‘As outlined on Sehedulg A to thiz By-lav, .

3. Tho following described lands, owned by the Corporation of
the District of Surroy and held for park, pleasuie and
recreation and' community uses arc heérebydedicated as park:

Lot (3) of the N9 i/4, section 22.‘ ‘Township One
{1). Plan » NWD; and i

Lot 4 of thi S 174, Section 15-nd of tha Nw
1/4, Sectlon 18, Towaship 1; Plan ¢ NWD.

. Az outlined on Scliedule A to this By-lav.
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Ce

The' Corporation of the District of Surrey malntains its
right td -eéhter.'upon and to have free and- unanterupted
access to any potition or portions of the hereinbefore
deseribed. lands, or any of them fof the purpose of
1nstalling. repaicing, cléaring and maintaining any- public
utilities or public works without lim:tang the' gerierality.
of the furegoing ROW 0T hereafte: installed upoh any of the
hereinbefore described lands.

K

The' Corporation specifically muihtﬁins'ﬁhe tight to

‘Construct a new water reésevoir and make improvements to the

water distribution system on a portion of Lot 3,

‘The ‘Corpdration also speclflcally maihtains the cight to

widen and improve 28 Avenue, 140 Street, 24 Avenue; 144
Street. 23A Avenue. 23 Avenue, 140 Strxeet, 20A Avenue., and
20. Avenue adjacent to the here;nbofarc described lands in
order to improve the road system as notoad oh Scheédule A to
this By-law.

The Mayor and Clerk are hiareby suthorized and empowerédd to
sign any documents required by and to do any acts necessary
and incidental to thé carfying out of this By-law,

This By-law may be cited as "Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest °
Park and Park Dedication By-law, 1908, No. 2800."

PASSED THREE READINGS on the 17th day' of Octobez, 1968.

RECEIVED the assent of the electors on the 19th day of
November., 1983.

1

RECONSIDERED .AND FINALLY ADOPTED, signed by. the Mayox and
Clerk,. and sealed with the Corporate Seal on the 2lst day of

November, 19098.

"R.1. BOSE® MAYOR

.. VOLLRATHY CLERK
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Appendix 2. The Case for Preserving Sunnyside Acres (Account published
in the Peace Arch News (1986) during the Save Our Sunnyside campaign.

A great deal of ink has been spilled in the past three weeks and
months about Sunnyside Acres. Perhaps not enough of the debate has
explored the argument for preserving Sunnyside Acres as a natural
woodland with a minimum of disturbance.

There are about half-a-dozen sound and inter-connected reasons for
keeping the woodland in being; however, they are philosophical and
conceptual rather than pragmatic or economic. Thus it is not difficult for the
mercenary or short-sighted to put dollar values on possible alternatives and
to pretend that their results demonstrate the so-called ‘costs’ of preservation.

Sunnyside Acres is a 480acre (approx. 200ha) tract of second-growth
woodland typical of large areas of the Lower Mainland as it has developed
following the early logging which founded industrial B.C. With time this
woodland will grow through a series of phases until it reaches a stable
climax state. In this eventual climax, 500 or more years hence, it will be
largely a hemlock stand with an admixture of cedar, Douglas-fir, alder and
maple. This will typify the stands utilised here by Indians and which greeted
the first settlers; a heritage site in fact. There is no other sizeable tract
anywhere in Surrey offering this same potential.

As the woodland develops and grows towards the climax it will
provide an outdoor laboratory where naturalists, ecologists, teachers and
students can observe, enjoy and record the slowly-changing scene. They will
thus learn to understand our environment and, we hope, become better
environmental stewards. If we allow this woodland to be “developed” we
shall deprive our successors of an important element in their heritage and
deny them the opportunity to learn to be better-informed managers of the
environment.

This particular environment is home to at least 69 species of birds for
all or part of the year. In this context, dead standing trees — a natural feature
— are important because they provide sites for cavity-nesting birds, and some
small rodents too. Besides the birds we know of 11 different mammal
species and 6 species of amphibians or reptiles which live in these woods.
No-one has begun to catalogue the insects or soil fauna. Amongst the many
plants there is the rare rattlesnake plantain and the protected western
Trillium. The whole is a microcosm of the Lower Mainland. Small,
dispersed and isolated copses cannot provide the same integrity and even the
480a of Sunnyside Acres is none-too-large. Some ecologists believe that
600a is the minimum size for a self-sustaining unit.

45




As plants grow, they take up carbon dioxide and give off oxygen. The
benefits of this process are not in doubt but, because of our lack of
knowledge, we cannot yet put numbers on the quantities involved in very
irregular, mixed stands such as Sunnyside, but they are substantial. Rainfall
and soil water too are strongly affected by a forest in being. Trees, shrubs,
ground vegetation and organic debris all combine to ensure that the 100cm
or so of rain which fall on the area each year will slowly percolate into the
ground and will not run off to the sea causing soil erosion as they flow.
Removing the trees will remove their ameliorating effects on wind and rain.
Replacing them with grass may continue to hold the soil in place but the leaf
area contributing to gas exchange will be significantly lessened. And, if the
grass constitutes a golf course, at least 20,000,000 gallons of irrigation water
will be required each summer to keep it green. Paving or laying concrete on
the area will result in massive run-off — 3acre/feet each year — carrying the
pollutants from our automobile-dependent society into Mud Bay and
beyond. If it is running off and being lost into the oceans, that water cannot
contribute anything to ground-water storage.
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Appendix 3. Welcome to Sﬁnnyside_Acrés :

(Cyamexitia steller L -
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Sunnyside Acres
Urban Forest Park

Surrey's Sunnyside Acirs Urbun Forest 'ark is
unique... one of the first such parks in Canada,
The Acres was established in 108H to preserve a
rutural habitat for native flora and fauna, a
place where these can be appreciated in a quiet
and undisturbed manner

the Story of Sunnyside Acres began hundreds
of years ago. when a mature forest stood on this
land This forest of giant cedar, hemlock and
spruce, many hundreds of years old, was
logged in the late Some of the
impressive stumps can still be seen today, *

This is a placx where all of us can appreciate
the wealth of animal and plant life which
inhabits our coastal forests. It is a pbee for
relkction. a place for study, and a place where
animals and pbnts find refuge.

This park belongs to us all. Please enjoy it while
rcspeaing ihc integnty of all of its inhabitants.

Coyot*
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Sunnyside Acres
Urban Forest Park

Surrey's Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest Park is
Administered by the Surrey Parks attd
Rccrtaiion Department, under the authority of
tlie Parks and RccreaiJon Commis”™n

Sunnyside Acres Heniage Society
PO. Box 7520b

White Rock 3.C. VV4B5U

Sumy Parks and Recr«uk>ii Commission
14245 - 56tli Avenue,
Surrey, B.C  V3X 3A2
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Table 3. Current or future rare plant comnunities in Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest according to

the CDC.
BlogsoolliiMMic
ID Scientific name Common name Ecosystem Provincial ~ Structural
# Classification Ranking’ Stage’
uiMm'
1 Pseudotsuga Douglas-fir / CDFmmyOl Red 7
menziesii / salal
Gauttheria shaHon
— Thuja plicata > Western CDFmm/05 Red 7
Pseudotsuga redeedar -
menvesn i Douglas-fir /
Kmdbergia oregana  Oregon beaked
moss
3 Alnus njbral Carex  Red alder/ CDFmm/14 Red 6
obnupta [Populus slough sedge |
balsamifera ssp. black
trichocarpa] cottomvood !
4 Adnus rubra/ Red alder / CDFmnV11 Blue 7
Lyaichiton skunk cabbage
americanum

" See Green and Klinka (1994
* 7 indicates old growth forests, 6 indicates mature forests

* Rod listed (rare and endangered) and blue listed (at risk or vulnerable) ecosystems

Plant communrty #1 is an old forest Douglas-fir stand growing on moderately dry sites
with medium nutrients. This forest type is starting to express the characteristics of an older forest
and will continue to develop into this endangered plant community.

Rant communrty #2 Is not as common in Sunnyside Acres, as It is a mix of old forest
Douglas-fir and western redeedar that is located on slightly v/er sites with poor to medium
nutrients. This forest type is starling lo express the characteristics of an older forest and wiH
continue to develop into this endangered plant community.

Rant community #3 are red alder and cottonwood dominated stands located on wet and
rich ecotypes with a fluctuating water table. These sites are often located In riparian areas and
therefore form critical habitat for many species. There is a distinct community of oW cottonwood
and red alder that follows a drainage system near 20** Avenue and 144*" Street and running

north This area can currently be categorized as red-hsted.

Plant community #4 are red alder dominated stands located on wet and rich ecotypes.
These sites are often located in riparian areas and therefore form critical habitat for many
species. This area will evolve into a blue-isted ecosystem.

Rare Plant Species

The only rare plant species that has been confirmed in Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest to
date is western trillium (TriUium ovatum). This species ger>erally grows in rich ecosystems under
the tree canopy. No other rare and endangered plant species have been confirmed, although the
forests provide suitable habitat for a number of these species. Poison oak (Toxicodendron
diversilobum) for example, is a blue-listed speaes that often grows on drier sites in the CDFmm
subzone, and Smith's fairybeRs (Prosartes smithu) is a blue-Usted species that grows on moist
sites in these ecosystems

o1



Current and future red listed (rare and endangered) and blue listed (at nsK or
vulnerable) ecosystems according to the Ministry of Sustainable Resource Management
Conservation Data Centre (CDC).
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Appendix 4. Ecology of Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest.
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Location

a saiald uca of British Cohimbu’s
vuulh coast, including a band of
lower elevalMai aking snuthcajocm
Vancouver lIsland, the (itdf Lslonds,
and a fhngc of mainlanid along
Gencgta Strait. Victoria. Nanaimo.

Ecosystems

Here the mujealk
Dmtglav fir leigm

Mipteme. occurring in a

Environment

lite 1XaugUu-tw Zone coven Tlih onall conier of die piuvioce
enfoyti perhaps the finest climate in
Canada. Sheiteied hy the rainshadnw  areas such as die weu coast of
of the Vhnoouva Isbutd and
Olympic tnounuiai and warmed by
dr from lhe I”VlK. the area hasks in  nntjor liKiur In Its ecology.
a Medhenanean tike environment of

Vancouver lIsland, this ame expert*

wide range of sitei from

dty rock otiicropa lo

valley boooms In

upland Douglav-tir

roncsis, salal and Oregnn grape are
conunon undeniorey plants; in mck
outcrop areas, arbutus. Gany oak.

these open, dry ecosysleim.

grand hr. western rrdcodar. bigleaf

and occasionally iodgepok pine grow tnapk. and wnicm Aowenng dog-

L]
alongside

I Douglas-hr.
WiM mK.
snow henry,
and ocean

spray are well
r adapted u>

Saanich
J Ecosystems

The Coastal Douglas-fir Zone it aiwi
home lo a unique and sensitive
group of ecoaysicnu known oollcc-
tiveiy as tamiich. meaning “place of
fertik auiF' in the language of lhe
local alboriginal peopk. Mou com-
incm on aoucheasi VIMcouver Island
and the Gulf [slandit. the aaanich
complex includes sea.sjde parkland.
dry ftirevl. rock outcrop,
and wetland habrtau and

contains many rare ptamt.
TVo common trees here.

Gany oak and arbutus,

PR Sman

wood nourish Urgeiher with
underuorey planu such as
sword fem. salmonherry. and
trillium- Skunk cabbage and
tod aider arc typical of wet
swampy areas, along with

Indian plum, sahnunberry.
I and red elderberry.

MRS St

arc found nowhere cbe in Canada.
Garry rwk parkland is perhaps the movl
uautual ecocystem tn the taamch
group. In dry sites with deep
soils. Garry oaks form an open
tree cover above a carpel of
grasses and adourful spring
ftowcTK, inckiding Muc

canias, ihootihg sor, caster

lily, chtYuiaie lily, and satin
flower. These habitats may

also harbour rare, endangered
ptaols such as golden Indian
paintbrush and dcllotd halsamroot.

SUan *Wnltrrm
CMfiagitiMteti

warm, sunny Mimmers and mikl, wet
wintent. I."'niikc more capiMcd cmad

dices long dry sununcre, which are a

In moitler fcaest ateats. Duugliu-hr.
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Where Rivers Meet the Sea

Ejourin. wtiere riven and ttmuni flow into

the cei. are highly pmdtM:iive viid Inipcrttint
eoofyucfnt. pnivk”~g haMtm for u WMIle

vaneiy of We The nutnent-ndi. pnv
tectod wutcrii of cstuaiies are on ideal
em-iruninmi for uvvrwiatering birds,
for example, and aerve as cxcclleni
nurseries for young Itih.

Douglas-fir and Fire

Wildlire<t were once common in the
Cuaatal Douglas-fir Zone and played
an important role in duping its
ecoKystems. Hor example, there ki
evid”e that X10 iv 400 years ago.
large fires burned away much of Ihe
forest on Vatxouser Island's east
coast, from Vicluna to Campbell
River. TIKlay. hxest flics are tuppicsacd
and play a lesser role In tbe area's
ecology.

(foe Tcason Ifouglax-(ir domiiHiie
ituiny of Ibis /one's acosysiriTu is that
they are well adapted to living with

Pre. Old Douglas-fv haive thick. Are
resistant hark that protects them
from all but the hoctcx! flames,
htany large oM trees show areas of
charred boric and Arc sim at ihetr
base. After a fire, yuuttg Dougias-IIr
seedlings i*uickly culonire the bbek-
ened area. Ax tires kilt off other, less
fire-iBsbuni spcciirx. they help estab-
lish and maintain the [Xxiglas-to' as
the (kr”niiunt tree in the area.

Oarry isak parklaitds are also well

¢ survKing fires.
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Wildlife

1liOnncally. lhc Coasial Dnuglas-fir
7jnne lui<i teemed with aninul Itfe.
Bliick-biiJod dea, Roo*e%o«li elk.
bUcfc botr. cougar, and many other
specie! freely itMuncd ibt forcat! and
onesl!. Today humum
ore the dominant
Kiimal, and their
cities, towns,
indurtnes. and
agricultural
opentions
have iransrormed
this fonner
" wildcnies)i.

Resources

Much of the Coastal IXnighis-lir
/.one has been developed as tesi-
deniial or industrial land. The most
importani industnes ate agriculture,
small-scale forniry, pulp mills,

and hairlsn. Because of the area's
lung dry sunimerv soil-water con-
servntinn is a dgnificani manage-
ment concern

Logging History

When the hnst Huiopean seRlen
arrived m the area, old fbrcsu of
inassisc Douglas-tir covered much
of the land. Recogniring the «oo-
nomsc value of these foreus. the
settlers soon launched a coastal
luggiiig mdustry.

The Douglas-fir was the most
highly prind limber tree, tn the
early logging days it might take two
men, using axes and croncui saws,
three or four hours to fell one of
these giants. Oxen would then drag
the log to a nearby heach, from
where is was floated to the nearest

Ammals that ctmilict with human
IntereKs. such as bean, onugaiv and
eHc. ire being incteasingly displaced
by a growing humain population.
Despite this expunaion. tnwiy tiai-
mil species ountmue lo nourish
here. Black-tmled deer and many
smaller mamnuls are attnmnn.
*Some animals, such as raconoos.
and bam swallows, have aeiied the
advantages of cohabiting with people
by (ceding otT gardens and gaitatee.
ca nesting in bulkiingv The
lemuininf old roivtus still pnrvide
important habtiat for narive birds.

sawmilt. The intTodurtion of sieam
dunkryv logging railways, chain-
sawi. and mher icchnolugies greatly
enhanced production, allowing
workers to cut many mote trees

and log in areas farther and (aither

The

coasthne

shelien

many

species of

waterfowl,

and the off*

shoce Islets

are havens

for cok>ny*nesiing species such as
the gUiicnus>winged gull and
Bramk's oonnurani. This zone is
home to the greatest diveraily of
wintering birds found anywhere
In Canada.

from the water.

Today, very hille old fnreM
icitMin!. ninu of it hat been con-
verted to farms, residence!, or
vcoond-giowlh forests.

56



xolic Invaders

Tmvdkfi 10 « new Land often hring
Hifncthing to remind ihem of Iminr.
>Alirn (he renumlrr is a Iniit§ pInM
or animal, il can creole tnvuc with

lhe local IVxa or fauna. Several exotic

species inoruduced into the Coastal
Dougfaii-ftr 2£onc have had this
unfuttunaie effect.

SemL-h bruum. fur example,
bniughl to Soukc in by a Scot

named Ospsain Walter C Cmnu
Kxm esca” cafMivity and tpnead

rapidly. Today, the bright yellow
flowers of this tiandy plant are a
familiar Hgbl ihmughoui the aotie
whene U is cotuadcred a pest and a
threat to native vegetation, including
many rare plants riwn the saanich
ecosystems.

—

amas

The bl«e camxs gniw* in Gntry nak
mcaskiws and graisy Muffs on south-
east Vancouver Island and the Gulf
Islands. The bulbv are rich In caiho-
hytlruies and were a staple fond for
the aira'v aboriginal people. Every
Mimma these people would travel

to Acids where camae jprw in abun-

Other well-known planl ipccief
iiiUtHIuccd into (his n.»e are itone

and purple kMncstnfc. animal
ifieciex include starlings houM

vparmws. hulirrogs. grey nquiireLs

and Norway ram.

dance and harvest the bulbs.
These were steamed and
often eaten in a commu

nal fcaua. Wlicn cuiusd,

the bulbs arc soft sod ™
sweet and were +
sometimes u«ed lo

sweeten other foods.

/1l

The aboriginal people divided up
some cumuvrich areas into pkas.
which they owned mdividuolly
and passed down from generatioa
to generation Tbesr beds were
managed, often by ounuxdled burn-
ing. to keep them free of weeds and
brush.

The blue camav should not he
confused with the doady related
and poisonous death camas.
Although Ihc two species often

gnrw uigeiher. (orumalcly
they are easy tn

distinguifh:

the edible

camas lwv
blue flowerv.

while the
floweni of the
poisonous death
camas are cream
cninunBd.

SNaA bw aaite)
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f “*~hc Coasial llnugliM-fir Z<jre is just one of
' /the fuurtcen biogeociinMtic or eooloftk*|

1 anics within British CohtinbU. These
Hines are larje geographic areas that share a similar
climaie within the province. Future bfochum in this
KtKs will explore each nne.

JPRinsii

olumbia

MinMry of Forests . .
~amwrii~iwifti' cBnntr M¢<en19ea Vjna*«» Owurea* aagric*TWIr

MmmirnittK
ac MXisy «t Piiii

Wywihaieitfi ecaaiantm at BiaatCalintai
nOH«cei*»nlSg»0(wt Bpean nwer| 9mimm
Xnaon. ac vew sea . 0 WMtngwvna "n<
Mtikv ~ *cmM taManh Bnnan

. VIeW«,0jC
iMraan>Catn

Dign $M«n ‘argunOT
star a SHM fer« 1 Haa. «r« aasr - CoMttas /1
nci” anSirt CdSrna Mwsa Vicinia. SC
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'3, Solt Characteristlcs.

_ Soils'on zonal sites in the CDFmm subzone arc typically Dystric, Sombric, or Melanic
Hrunisols, grading with incsensing procipitntion 10 weakly developed Huma-Ferrie Podzols,
Humus foemis are typically Moders , gradinp with increasing precipitation inlo’ Mormoders énd.
Mors (Nuszdarfer et 21,1991). Cursory cxamination supgested that Moders; Mullmoders, and
Mills are the reddminiint humus f6rm, dnd Sombric Brunisols sxe the predominant soils in the
park.

Conchision

Considering climuiic, fosistic, anid soil chisracteristics of {he Sunnyside Acres park, I conélude

that the park is within the CDFmnt subzone but close 10 its wettes limit,

Literatury Cited

Krsjing, V.J. 1959. Bioclimatic zones in British Columbia. Botanical Serdes No. 1, University of
" British Columbia, Viincouver, BC.

Nusedorfer, F.C., K. Klinka, and D.A. Dcmurchi. 1991 Coastal Douglassfir zone, Pp. $1-03 in D.

Mecidinger and J Pojar (compiters and editors) Ecosgsteins of British Columbia, Special
Report Serics 6; BC Ministay of Forests, Vietotia BC.
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Why are coastal Douglas-fir
ccosystems at risk?
—owenig Deaglos-lir orests once domie
, Fared A s strip ol knv-lying bod
wgne she sourheastern arist of Van-
X rowver sk, the Gulf Istands, and
perts o] e Lower Mainlareg and Sunshine
Coast, Now mady fragmerss nf these unique
wTRRIrS rvitoin in an okl-groseth staie
arcfweire indinges ol Wsing what iy left.
Sinwe 1848, lopgiog has been a major

industzy on Varkouver [shnd, The easily |

acerssible Dostplas-fir forests were the
firss 10 L e,
Proximity to the
vrean {lore ans-
part) aned genrle

Lrhan
pvelopment

topography nuwle 148 BeCone 4
bipazing thrse for-
vars Redinnively sy
in the davs of
uxesLannd anes, At
about the siue
tnte that logping
began agriculture
was also becom-
ing a major in-
dustry. Early set-
tlers eonk advantepe of the ferile low-
nndd'solls and chared the land of trees
sn they b caise crops and livestock,

As forestry. farming, mining and fish-
(g brought merzaid more people to this
coxst. bustling dities spreud acrass thee land
where bountiful forosts had once grown.
Thas wend continues todwy as (he ild
clirmate attraces winter-weary Canadians
from thte East, Urkan development has
Lecorne s ajor thoeal o what rermains of
onr nld-geomvehy coustal Douglus-Ne forests.

Another modert threat 1o these foreses
is e suppression of natural forest fincs.
Mature Douglas-fir trées have thick buk,
whirh pertects thent from the low-intersi-
ty fires that used to cocue here about every
100 ra 30 years. Such (res maintained the

ol i e
Vot CerAEfs
i onr old-
growth coastal
Douglas-fir
forests.

dominaiee of Douglas-fis Ly commmifing
the grawth of ompening imees. They also
paevenyted tinder-dry debets from bullding
up on the fares Nnor, dius reducing the
risk of high-intensity fices. Now thac foresc
Eres are suppressed. the Dowgles-Nes nee
tn danger of belng replaced by other
conilers o killed by high-intensity Bres
that humans will sot bo able to canirol,
The undetsterey plants of these forests
wre also in danges of belng oversduidowed,
nol by natal compatitors. but by hma-
stve, nan-pative planis. Froed frans the
prodators and competitacs oFthelr Honx-
Landy. these planis ismcade foreats anl au-
campete tha natlve vegetaclon. Their
names aften give away thelr foreign
ancestry: Englich vy, Seotch hroom,
Himalavan blackberri. and Eur-
asian spurge-laurel. In this
area, invisive plants tend to
floueksh wizere the soll Is dis-
turbed or where ilere is a
grear efeal of light available,
stuch as on reky puiccops
v under a sparse forest canopy.
Thescerls ol some specles. ke
English bolly, ans transponted |
deep into the forists by binds,
Each yrar sees fiew plants
Irepocted to this region from
allover the wordd. Which anes
will be the next ivadets?

What is their history?
ritish Columlya’s spectacular
andsecape has been sculpred
ver the last twa million yeies |
by repeated placiations, the
most vecent of which cecurred !
benween about 30 (00 and 10 (00
years age. The South Coast was
one of the first arens to be deplactacert,
and by studying sccumulations of plant
pollen in take bottoms, scienrists have
established that foresis were growing
herr mere than-12 000 yeass ago.
The earbiest forests afer tho last
glaciation were dominated by pines,
and included spruce, alders and forns.

Dinglas-Nic and western hemlock w-
rived next. aronnd 000010 11 000 years
220, Yello'w-ceclar ang western redcedar
lrecame abundant paly abeuwr 5000
years aga, and with thedir aerival began
the magnifivent swond carving and or-
chiteeture of the coastal First Nations,

What is their status?

Mclentists recognize six distines old-
prowth forest Bpes on the lmv-coastal
pala of smuchern British Cofumbia

L that e elher dominated or co~dom-

nites) B Davpla-fr erees, All of them are

vurtently an the province's tigt of cereand
endanpered ecagystens. Nine other types
of oll-growth Douglas-Nic forests, gros-
ing on ey spland slees throughout thie
south canstal replon, are also on this 1t
though rhey have
not suffered the
axtrefie devasrarinn

0% the loss Tand Types.
e 10 a lack of

ecosysiem mapping,

it is difficulr 1 de-

[rie rans
sriged
RANTIN:

asanb

une-fallf of  ennine how much
u . arca these forests
OME ETCCRE o covered and

hony osuch s Jisft in
an old-growth state.
Croe 1995 cudy esti-
mated that only one-
Ialf of one percent
(nbout [ 10D hec-
tares] af the low
coastal plaln s ov-
ered by relatlvely
undisturbed ofd for-
tsts: This i far be-
[ow what seientists
consider 10 be the
mintrunt area required for the cantin-
et survival of these forest types.

QOnly a senall proortion of what is left
in an ole-groweh state ks eontatned within
parks. Alihough po logging acoucs in these
“protectedd” sltes they are still belng
degratied by fire suppression, non-native
plont Imastan and, in'somie cases, overusa,

(ot 1o
hneraces) of
the fyn
GUANE plain
is coveied by
relatively
Lndistrin
! foreses,
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Arstive sanagemen, such s weeding and
preseribed Duenirg, will be necessacy if we
wish ro maingain the few poks we do Tave
In aontiral stane

Unfike siost of British Columbia.
mirhe alb of the Foudd withiu tie souh
conssab 1eplon B provately ownel, which
nithes expraeding Une park system expen-
sive anul cifficuh. Cirizens' groups have
had senw suceess in gising moncy 1o bay
land for tonservation. snd governments
¢ liking steps to create {ncentives for
privage in<lowiwes 1 preserve biodiver-
sty a1 their farsd,

Evets if elforts to prokect all emalning
ald-gronsth srands are successful, additian-
al areas of older seereyd-gronveh forest will
bave 1a b provecred and allowed 10 fecov-

0 an odd-gremvid) state fo oeder ta ensurns
adenuate vepresentarion of dhwxe forest
rypes in the luture, ard to jrowlde a on-
tiwus network of witdlife kabltar. This
vall creaee & mnrpdn of safety In the system
sa that if nne old-growth stand is degreed-
rid, thete will be her heakhy olid-arowch
stnels tearin o ake s place,

What are they?

=1 is diiTienlt 10 koo whan Dougles-fir
forests dong Brivish Columbia's dry comtol
plin ariginadly Jooked tke since there

Lare sa few arvas telt tn thelr natura) state,

but aururwleesraneding of e ecology of

vt T
[t
-

[

Douglas-Ar can help us visuatize these
forests. Dovglas-fir is & "keymone” species - a
species hutlusagreat influenceon trewhole
cxesysten. When the canegyy of Docgasefir
trees s vermaved, the undersrorey plants ane
exposed ra heckenments and quickly replaced
by plirs more suited to [mrsher canditions,
thas changing the entlreecosystem. Wisknow
shat wildfires cnce swept thoouph the area
o i regular basls, keeping conipeting troes
in check and alsq
damag!ing young
Daouglas-fie trees
that had nor yer
buile up thick, peo-
tective hark. This
matural thinning of
young Douglas-fits.
along with the fact
that this speclss
ddnes not prne wry
well in the shade,
sugpests bt the
farest canopy was
reltively open. We
can ako infer thut these epen forests were
dominated by glgnntic “veteran” Douglas-
fIrs. since a typical Douglas-fir con live
more than 750 years in the sbsence- of
high-intersity fires or stocns, and some
hmeheen known to five well over 10D years.

The mountalins of Vanicouver Island
and the Olymplc Peniasula create 5

4 rvpical
Douglas-fir
c2i Jive more
thant —s0
veas i the
absence of
high-intensit g
fires or
VIOTIIS.

“rpinshadow” that shields this teglon
Tevan moantinog i cloweds and msules
in b mild clinate comgred e othwre
eoistal regivas. Wiille Dauplas-fic troes
iee tolecant of a whie ange nf environ-
renal condltfons and grow in many
pares 3 the pravisee, eaty of i other
plant species af the coastal Douylas-fir
ccosystenns are imore specifically adapred
to the summer droughts and winter
rains thas characterize this elimate.

In total. there are about [K] speties
o1 phamas  rrees, shrubs, vines, herbs
amd mnsses - inooastal Douglas-(ir forests.
Tives coanriion to wetter arcas of tha Viest
Coxast, especially western sodeedar and
grandd & ean e foundd in thiese forests, Less
prevalent are Garry vak and arbutus,
which grow on drier sites. Qur provingial
emblem, e westésey flowering dopwacd.
can also be fownd in these faresls,

The maost comimaen shrubs are: sslal,
witich prodhuces deliclous bersies; dulbl Ore-
poregrape, which is prizd by gandeowrs
tozally arwl abroad; and the apaly nanted
nccan-spray (shown on cover). Although
thuee specics are usually intertaized, each

one daminates under different con-
ditlens: salal in molster sites: dull
QOregan-grape in mediom sites; and
oeanspray in drier sites, Besutifully
Imprant pative roses also grow in
thege forests, but less abundandy.
Mot old-grth Donglas-fir farests
have a sparse herh (non-woady
plam} fayer, within which sword
fern and vanilla Yeaf are 1he most
rommon specles, Dry Diusglas-fir-
Garry aak forests are an excepzlon ta
the general partern, They grow on
rocky, well-drained soifs that eannor
haldd enough water to sappon shrut:s
Gyoughaut the sumeer, but do sustaln a
variety of grasses and colourful wiliiflow-
ers Douglas-Ar-pine-arbuius forests
are somewhat lntermediate, wich well-
developed shrub and herb layers,

Oregon bazked moss fs the most com-
man memder af e well-developed moss
Erver [nall but the driest forests, The mare
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diaugly wlerwn electrified cat's 1ail

miness i i dominant moss in Douglas-

fir-Garrv ik tageses. and the two nioss

~pries a0 co-doniitaur in Douglas-fir-

pre=nrhagtus Fomvsts, A cluse look st the

ik aiwd Hmbs of alimost any tree will

tveal i only masses. it alse a

bewildertng vl Leautiiul variety

of Sow-grawisyg lichens. These are

snbiovic (muuatly héneficial o

dependent] ompanisms macde npaf

a photassatheric alga surmeded

by 2 tgash, pratective funpus,
sheorrhizal fungl also form

wittHotic relaionships with

mosy forest pliaus. These fungi

graw on jlant reots and absach

stigars the plant profluas by plo-

tosvntbasis, In retumn, she plang

gAins acress to water and nutri-

ents that thw fingl absorh from

the safl throughva newwark, of fil-

amenrs e Guiting bodies of

sunte of these fingl may be famil-

ian 1y false truftles, duakterelics, and

stippery jacks are alt inyeorrhizal. The

importanee of mycorrhizae tannat be

nverstated - plant growth Is greatly

increased {n the presenoe of these fungi,

and some planis cannot grow without

their: furggal paruner. Mycorrhizal fungi

are considered’ 1o be' the keystone of

oaastal Douglas-fir focests.

Why are they important?
Tthwugh old-grovth Daugls-fir foasts
‘ell are Impotmaint for pary practical -
30r15, the MGST EMportng reasca i thae
- %y are i essenitial post of e unique
bicdiversity of British Calimbia, The imsin-
*¢ valuz of a suerally diverse envitonment
is well meognlzed, and protecting these
forests will biedp maintain the babitais of
rrinmy plant wnd anoeal spocies,
Davplas-fir forests are home to many
Cascirutlng anfinals, some of whom have
a close, theugh not exclusive, relation-
ship with Douglasdir vees. Red Squie-
rels harvest huge numbers of Douglas-
fir cones and s1ore them for the winter

They alsooften neseon large Doyglas-fir
branches or in cvities areated by wond-
peckers. Spaces bebing the tark of large.
dead and decaytng Douglas-lir trees pro-
vitla safe roosting places {or many of the
£0 species of Lots In the reglon. while
soodpecker cv-
itles are some-
s vl i bt
ruerseries. wlary
bivds, inclucding
some owls and
vhickodeos and
Iwa species of
swallows, alse
nse waodpeck-
er cvitles for
nest sites, Ma-
ture Dougtis-firs
are partleulasly

e siesedy o
the foresi
velfiapy e
NI NP ST
RN A

sPEC IS il
are exclusive
to coasral
old-grow:f

Doug}als_ﬁr important fDr
, Bald Eagles as
farosts,

they need large:
trees to support
thelr massise nests, which can weigi
up ta one tonnel

At the smaller end of the astireal scale,
numeos species af inses live High in
the canopy of old-growth Douglas-fir
forests. One siudy of the forest canopy
faund approximately 400 Insect specles.
about 110 of which are exclusive 1o
coastal old-growth Pourlas-fir fosests.
Remarkably, about 50 of these were
previously unknown o sclence,

Two provincilly rre plant spedies
and 10 provincially rare wertebrate
enimal specles live In old-growth coastal
Douplas-fir lorests. These rare specles
include the rough-lesved aster, the

Marbled Murrelet and the Sharptall
Snake. The Marbled Muzrelet is a.small
seabiind that neses anythe very wide and
mwassy Lranches of centuries-old trecs,
making It dependent oo ald-growth for
Ie survival. Abundant Yarge woody
debrls such as fallery tree trunks. a fea-
e of alid-greavth forests, Is required as
sheltes for the Sharprafl Siake, Although
net much s known aboue the status
of other inbabituns of tese foreses -
invertebranes, lichens and fungl - R 15
likely thet some specles in these graups
nie ala rare. Preserving a ennitinunns
narwork of old-growth constal Douplas-
e frvests will help pravent the éxtinction
of these-spechas and provide movement
coteicars for the antmats and planes that
may have ta colonltze new areas 1o
survive fisture climatie changes.

One very common specles that
benedits eitormoisly from old-growih
coastal Douglas-tir formsts s Houo
sapicas. In his densely pepulated and,
henee, polluted area. fotests do us
preat service In Rlrering contasninants
out of the air every day.

The material and economic bene-
fits of healthy, natural ecosystems
must also he taken into account. At a
very biastc Jevel, these forests provide
the muecessities of life: faod, both
plant and animal; nwedicinal plants:
materials for shelter; and, of course,
clean alr andd water. All of these can
be taken without harming the forest.
VWhen Buropean settfers arrived on
Vancouver Island they encountered
large populations of humans who
had Tlourished here for thousands of

i o D B ] o

I
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vears withaut depleting the Forests
that stuppoied them,

Theve ave apporrunitics for eco-
e development bn “wilderafting:”
larvesdog larest products such as
eclible wushroms or herbs withaur
damaging the imegrity of the foroxr.
Nanwwzl fewoses e
also provide nuss-
eries with stack for
the propazatian
o} nather plants,
S 1y expand-
fe Inksstey inrhis
provinee. Another
benefle of prsrrving
AR e EARAIE NS 5
the pirsersanion of
sracditionat medlcinal
Bk, which am cur-
ready heing fimt-
Izated with the aim of developing
nesy deags.

Mavural faresss are cructal for scl-
ennlic yesesrch into toplies such as
wilditfe managenient and forestry,
Thiey ure the “benehunarks” by which
enwironmental management prac-
tices can be Judged. They are alsa the
reference point for the exciting new
industry of cco-lorestry, which
strives 1o haevest high-quality wood
without damaging the ecosysterns
Usat pradiee It

A largee Inthitstry that could benefit
tram e projecion of old-growth
evastal Douplas-fir forests Is tourtsm,
especially eco-toucisem, Every year,
tnurlses from arcund the world travel
to the west coast of Vancouver Island
ta see the old-groveth rainforests, If
we protect the iinaining old-growth
Douglas-fir forests on the east coast
af the Island, thelr tourism potential
could also be developed.

Perhaps most lmpartandy, these
fearrses ronieh peogle’s personal lves,
The pruaf af this is the ever-Inceeas-
ing e ol local nature parks. The
beneftts that people derive from

)

A

£

visiling these parks range f1om got-
ting fresh atr and exercise to enjoying
the heawy of plants and anbmals. to
deriving sparitual sustenancr o
direet contact with Noature. Couni-
liss psyeholagists, biclesists. wrifers
and religlous scholars have ohserved

+ "‘:Z?“

08

! A":.'iun:.'i:".c‘.—w
TIE OLD, FINE-SCARKED “YETuRAN
IS A NEMINDLR THAT NATURAL
WILDFIAES WOULD {1AYE KEPT TIIS
DOUDLAS FIR SALAL FOREST MDRE
OTEN IN THE PAST,

WILDLIFE.

Maus Raeuet plinto

and demonstrared the benefits of
cantact with Nature, and those bene-
fits are priceiess,

What can we do?

1ere {5 a great deal we can do as

individuals 1o protect old-growth

coastal Doughs-fir forests. What

you are doing right now is the first
step: learning about old-prowtly
coastal Dauglas-fir forests and why
they need our help. If you live in the
region where these foress giow, you
can learn mare by taking a guided
walic in i local park or by taaching
yoursell how to icentify plants and
animals. Public Norartes, the Internet
and the speclalized lbraries of gov-
ernment agencles and environmental
organizations are great sources of
Informadon abour these forests and
related toplcs. Joining a local natueal-
ist group Is another excellent way lo
learn more about Nature

Discuss the Importance of protect-
ing old-growth coastal Douglas-fir
(orests with municipal, regional,
provincial and federal agentics. and
ask for thelr help. There are not many

PELICIOUS SALAL HERRIES ARE THE
FAVOURITES OF DOTH WUMANS AND
(L1013 Rormer phoio

ald-growth Donglas-fir forests Ioft on
public lands. Support government
progras that create jncentives for pri-
vare landowwness 10 prorect tie forests
uar thelr properites. Governments ean
alsa protect the few remnanis that
are ont public bands. Inyprose the man-
apeinent of lorests
within parks and
create new parks
by buying private
lnds that support
old-gravith Dou-
plas-fir forests.

Try 1o micorpo-
fate yaur oewly
acipuired  knowl-
rdpe inta your
personal life, Gne
way to dn this is
16 pay attention toy
the rules, such as “stay on the trails”™
and “keep dogs an a leash,” when
visiting local parks. These repulations
are intended not to diminish the
enjoyment of visitors, but lo protect
tha sensitive plants and animals In
the parks. You can also get actively

involved in protecting natural areas

by participating in organized cam-
palgns o rid your local parks of Inva-
sive non-native plants such as Scotch
broom or Eurusian spurge-lourel,
Anothier way to make 3 difference
ts to larclscape vour property with
mative plants. which can save water
and provide habitats for wildlife even
In an urban setting. Yau ean collect
seeds from wild planis (leaving most
of the seeds behInd for reproduction)
or huy natlve plants from specialty
nurserles, tuc please do not collect
live plants from the wild, Joining the
provincial governmant's Naturescape
program Is an easy way to get started.
If you are fortunate enough to
have somn nld-growth Douglas-(r
forest bn yous property, vou have an
apportunity 10 be an eavironmental
hrero and preseeve a part of British
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Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest Access and Recreation Managcmcnl f*fun

Sunnyside Acres: a rare ecosystem

The Sensitive Ecosystems Inventory (SEI) is a joint project between the Ministry of
Environment Land and Parks (MOELP) and the Canadian Wildlife Service, with the purpose of
Identifying rare and unique terrestrial ecosystems and encouraging their preservation. The dry
cimate of South Surrey, its nnature Douglas*fir, combined with extensive human development,
make the forests of Sunnyside Acres similar to those studied by the SEI.

The SEI considers stands such as those in Sunnyside Acres as older forests, defined as
stands of conifer forest {predominantly Douglas-fir) with an average tree age of 100 years or
older It was reported by this study that these older forests occupy only 2.6 % or 10. 605 ha of
eastern Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands, the majority of which currently exist in protected
areas. Additionally, most of these forests measured less than 7 ha in size. The primary reason for
the scarcity of this ecosystem type is due to exte»nsive logging and development in these areas
These forests are considered sensitive not only because they are rare but also because they
contain specific habitat features required by a rich diversity of plant and animal species.

The Ministry of Environment. Lands and Parks published a series of reports on
ecosystems at risk. The Coastai Douglas-fir Ecosystems (Flynn, 1999) report underlines the
importance of preserving mature and old growth Douglas-fir stands in the CDF subzone. It stales
mat only an estimated 0.5 % of stands m this dry climate remain in an undisturbed old growth
state and that alrrx>st every one of these stands is on the province's rare and endangered list.
The report stresses the need to protect these remaining old growth starxls as weW as the
remaining mature Dougias-fir stands.

The only other substantial stand of mature to old Dougfas-tir located within the CDFmm s
that of Lighthouse Park in West Vancouver. Other Douglas-fir stands do exist, such as those in
the Pacific Spirit Park and the Delta watershed, but these stands are not located in the rare
CDFmm subzone and are generally younger, between 60 and 80 years old.
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Appendix B Natural Area Trail and Pathway Specifications

Table 9, Natutal Area Trall and Pathway Specifications
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Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest Root Rot
Disease Management

Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest: A
Rare Ecosystem

The protection of rare and endangered
ecocyatema sucb aa Sunnyaide Aoea. ia crtM lor
coneen<tno both garwte and ipedee dfveraity in8.C
Rare eooeyalema need to be oonaerved not only to
anaure the natural atate of (haae ptont oommuraHea
but afao to provide habitat for ttw rare plant and
animal speoas thatraly on them.

On the ooaat of B.C. there are ordy a fow
scoa/mtema which receive a low [evel of
racipftalfon Theae aooayatama are gerwrally
ocaled on the laawerd aide of mountaine auch aa
thoae on \fonoouvar laland and are dasailted aa the
COFinml aubzona by ihe Biogaocimatte Ecoayatan
ClaiaifioatiortSyaiamafBritwhCaiumba AaareauR
of uibantzatonand development, old forest itandaln
thia aubzona are conaidenKI rare arto andartgarad.
Moat Oouglea-flr foresU atmlar to (hoae tourto In
Sunnyaida Acres have been arwroached upon by
urlIJarazationor have bean harveeted for that bmbar
valuea.

The Mmetry of Ejnvronment, Lande and Parka
pobiiehod a number of reports on acosyatama at dak.
The "CoaataIOngIas-flrEoos]raIama“gRynn 1999)
report emphaaizea the Importanoe o preserymg
mature and old growth ooi4yiBa>fir atands in the CO
subQcorw  Itsta(eethalonlyanaatfnated0.5%oflhia
dry eubzorto remaina in an undhturbed old growth
atate and that almoat every one of thaaa foraats are
on the provincas rare and endangered kat The
report itresaea the need lo protect these remaining
0Old growth forests as wai aa the ramairlr\j mature
Oougiaedlrtrass

"...additional areas of older second-growth
forest pn the COFmra aubzona] arW have to be
protected and alowad to recover to an old-
gravrth stale to ensure tiM ade<|uste
reprssenlalion of these forest types in the
future, end tn provWec a conttnuous network of
wildifa habftat...” (Flynn 1999)

These maps show the extent of the rare and
andarxjared Coastal Oougiae-fir Zone to BrSiah
Cofumbia Surnysida Aaea Urban Forest Is a
significant oomponant ofthisrare scoayslam



IDKM IFIC ATION OF BIOGFOC LIMATIC UNIT FOR THE SUNNYSIDE AC RES
URBAN FORES'! PARK

Karel Klinka
Forest Sciences Department
3036-2424 Main Mall
University of British Columbia
Vancouver. BC’ V6T 1Z4

Introduction

The objective of this investigation was to identify precisely the biogeoclimatic unit —
either the Moist Maritime Coastal Douglas-fir (CDFmm) or Very Dry Maritime Coastal Western
Hemlock (CWHxm) subzone - for the park. According to the most recent biogeoclimatic map.
the park is located within die CWHxm sub/.onc, albeit very close to the boundary between the
two subzones. As the boundaries between biogciK’limatic units nearly always represent a brood
transition between two regional climates (except in places where a steep topographic gradient
occurs), it is important to state whether the area of interest is clearly in one or imnsition between
two biogeoclimatic units. Iftransition is visualized as a gradual change from one unit lo another
then wc may recognize three segments: the first and last segments in which characteristics ofone
unit predominate over the other, and the middle segment in which characteristic ofboth units are

about equal.
1. Climatic cliaractciistics

According to the Ecological Program Staff of BC Ministry of Forest, the Surrey
Sunnyside climatic station, which is kx:alcd in the vicinity of the park, is w'ithin the CDF
subzone. Table 1 presents mean annual precipitation and temperature data for a few selected
stations that have been used to characterize climate of the CDFmm sub/one. V'ictoria Lansdowne
represenUi Uic driest limit, while Qualicum River represents the wettest limit of the sub/one. Thus
the park is I(x:atcd close to the wettest limit of the CDFmm subzonc.

Tabic 1. Climatic data for selected stations located within the CDFmm subzone (BC Ministry
of Forests, unpublished data).

Climatic station Mean annual precipitation Mean annual temperature
(mm)
Victoria Airport 873 9.5
Victoria Lansdowne 636 9.8
Saltspring Island 1,065 9.8
Dualicum River 1,317 9.2
White Rock 1.002 9.4
Surrey Sunnyside 1,237 9.5
VaiKouver International Airport 1,112 9.8
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2. Ve}*¢€tiiti<in CharacleriKtics

The ideal situation for this investigation would be to obscnx old-growth forest
communities, particularly those on xonal (intermediate) sites. However, the extant communities
are in mid-seral succession stages, and there arc only few sites that can be considered zonal, i.e..
intemnediatc in soil moisture and nutrient conditions, as 'wetter*, nutrient-rich aiul -very rich sites

predominate in the park. I'hereforc, | observed the floristic composition of forest communities
and compiled a list of plant species during the visit to the park on May 31, 2001.

| identified the communities on zonal sites representing serai Douglas-fir — Salal
association. These cinnmunities feature a well-devclop shrub layer (containing Gauttheria
shaflon, Mahonta nervasa, Vacciniumparvi/o/ium, Rosa“mnocarpa, Lonicera cUioxa, and
Symphoricarpos albus), a poorly developed herb layer (including Ruhu.% ursinus (abundant) and
Pteruiium atfuitinum), and a very poorly developed moss layer (with scattered Rhytidiadelphwt
triquetrus and Kindhe"ia oregana). This association and its abbreviated description agree with
Nuszdorfcr et al. (1991) who described the same zonal association as characteristic ofthe

CDFmm subzone.

Further support for the affmity of the park to the CDFmm subzonc was obtained by
interpreting diagnostic value ofthe plant species in the park flal*lc 2). | did not note significant
occurrence ofany species that are considered diagnostic for the CWHxm subzonc. It can be
concluded that all plants, except for Dryopteris expansa, have zonal diagnostic values or climatic
indicator values allied with the CDFmm sub/one.

Table 2.

List ofobserved plant species in the park and their diagnostic value for the CDFmm

and CWHxm subzanc.s according to Krajina (1959). Species with no diagnostic
values for either sub/one arc not listed.

Acer circlnatum
AcMys triphyila
AmeitMchier ainifotta
Cornus nunothi

Dryopteris e.xpanxa

Hotadisrus dlscoior
Loniceraciliosa
Ormirrin cerasifnrmin
Pseudotsuga memirssi

Rhytidiude/phus iriguetrus
Rosa gymnearpa
Ifymphoricarpo.s athus
Toimiea menziesii

Tsuga hderophyUa

More diagnostic for CWIIxm than CDFmm; ver>' fre<|ucal
More diagnostic for CDFmm than CWHxm,; freqaent
More diagnostic for CDFnrni than CWHuni; Infr*qurnl

More di”*nostk for CDFmm than CWilxm; frequrni at a tall «hruh and iimall
tree

Diagnosne for ( WHxm; frequent, especially on wetler sites, associates with
dacaylag wood

More diagnostic for CDFmm than CWHxm; frequent

Diagnostic for CDFmm; frequent, especially o* intermediate sites
More di”nostic for CDFmm than CWHxm; frequent

Modcriiicly shailc-iolerant on iniermediate sites in CDFmm. tvhadc inuileram on
zonal sites in CWHxni

Observed to be mnderntely ahade-"oternni

More diagnostic for CDFmm than CWHxm; infrequent

Diagnostic for CDFmm; abundant, especially on intermediatr sites
More diognostMT for CDFmrii than CWHxm. frequent
Duignostic for C DFmm: frequent on wetter sites

Rare in the CDFmm; frequcnl on mlermcdiHle zonal sites in CWHxm
Very Infrequcat; occurs m wetter sites and/or deenyteg wnoi” vigoMr b poor
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X Soil Characteristics

Soils on zonal sites in the CDFmm subzone are typically Dystric, Sombric. or Melanie
Brunisols, grading with increasing precipitation lo weakly developed Humo-Ferric Podzols.
Humus forms arc typically Moders , grading with increasing precipitation into Mormoders and
Mors fNus/dorfer et al.l W1). Cursory examination .suggested that Moders. Mullmtxlers, and
Mulls are the predominant humus form, and Sombric Brunisols arc the predominant soils in the

park.

C'onclusion

Considering climatic, floristic, and soil characteristics ofthe Sunnyside Acres park, ! conclude
that the park is within the CDFmm subzone but close to its wetter limit.

Literature Cited
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Appendix 5. Laminated root-rot.

Prepared for the Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest Advisory Committee
May 13.2002.

Background

I hc City of Surrey has been exploring options to address the i.ssuc of Laminated Root
Rot {Phellinus weirii) disease centers located in Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest. In December of
2000 a preliminary report was produced and presented to the Parks, Recreation and Culture
Commission that examined the nature ofthis disease and outlined possible options for its
management. After further review, a consultant delineated the disease centers in the spring of
2001 and performed a more detailed cost benefit analysis for each of the potential options.

Management options were developed and the Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest Advisory
Committee and the Parks, Recreation and Culture Commis.sion endorsed Option C~3: Buffer;
Girdling and Removal of Trees in order to manage the root rot disease in Sunnyside Acres
Urban Forest. Commission also instructed staffto conduct a public consultation process to
gather feedback prior to the implementation of Option C-3.

In consultation with the Parks C'unmiittee of Commission, staff conducted two public
open houses and a survey ofresidents living in south Surrey to gather feedback on the root rot
management issue. The results of the public open houses and survey concluded that the majority
were in support ofthe implementation of Management Option C-3, buffer cTeation through the
girdling and rennoval ofdisease prone trees. On November 7™ 2001, Commission approved

implementation of Option C-3.

On February 11*, 2002 the Sunnyside Acres Heritage Society resolved to open up the

root management review process and the Urban Forest Advisory Committee requested further
review of the management options in light of recent research on root roL

On April 22, 2002, Roger Phillips, Roy Strang. Wayne Sakamoto, Greg Ward, and
Trevor Cox meet with root rot researcher Rona Sturrock, from the Pacific Forestry Center, to
discuss her research and its* implications in managing root rot at Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest.

Please refer to the attached. Root Rot in Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest Chronological
Summary ofPublic Review and Decision-making Processes, for a full accounting ofthe public
review process for management ofroot rot disease in Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest.

Recent Research and Root Rot Management Implications

The new root rot research from the Pacific Forestry Center focuses on determining
whether the root rot fungi could translocate through dead roots. In the controlled study, the
research results showed that once the roots arc infected the disease translocated a very short
distance in the dead wood (inches in a year). The research is inconclusive in terms ofhow far
the disease will translocate in dead wood and how long the disease will live in dead wood. It
should be noted the research has been conducted for onl>" a few years. The researcher stated that
the research is preliminary and requires many more years of research and study to determine how
I<Mig the disease can live once it infects the dead wood and how far it may translocate through the
dead wood. The researcher also noted that the translocation ofthe disease through dead wood is
much inhibited by other pathogens that arc more aggressive invaders of dead wood.
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The research docs not provide any subslanttai or compelling new information that would
give just cause to change root rot management options for Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest. It is
unfounded that the disease will translocate through dead wood material in the ten meter wide
buffer that is created and infect live trees outside the buffer. In fact, given the remarks of the
researcher during the meeting, it is unlikely that this will occur particularly since the buffer will

be tai meters wide.

Conclusion

The selection of Root Rot Management Option C-i, Buffer Creation: Girdling and
Removal of Trees was developed using the best information currently available for managing
nxM disease. The City does not believe the recent research gives cause to change the approved

root rot management option at this time.

‘NOptions C1,C2 and C3: Removing

the bridge trees stops the spread of
=) the disease
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Chrono

1999;
Jan 24, 2000;
April 12, 2000;

October. 2000;

Root Rot in Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest
logical Summar> of Public Review and Decision-making
Processes

Parks, Recreation arnl Culture Commission requests Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest
Advisory Committee to investigate the occurrence and effect of root rot on the forest.

Urban Forest Advisory Committee discusses issue and resolves to approach Dr/s
Kimmin and Klinka from UBC to request their assistance.

Roy Strang advises that the Heritage Society discussed the root rot i&sue at their most
roccnl AGM.

Manager of Urban Forestry and Environmental Services infonns the Advisory Committee
that he has been requested to resolve the root rot issue.
Advisory Committee requests an exteasion to their plan to involve Kimmins and Klinka.

Manager of Urban Forestry and Environmental Services engages consultant to review
root rot in Sunnyside Acres. Advisory Committee strikes a sub-committec to steer the

process.

December 5, 2000. Consultant presents the sub>committee with information on root rot and possible

January 4,2001:

January 15. 2001:

April 11,2001:

May-Junc 2001*

July 11,2001;

management options.

Subcomminee meets again and resolves that the creation ofa 'buffer' to stop the
spread ofthe root rot is Ihc preferred management option.

A motion (McLcod/"iller) recommending the third option (buffer creation)
with possible limited planting was approved 5 to I; Roger Phillips opposing as
he fell the need for more information.

Parks, Recreation and Culture Commission receive stalT report. Resolve ‘that
staffreview Commission discussion and prepare other options for referral to the
Parks sub-committee* of Commission.

( onsultant hire to prepare a cost-benefit analysis. The report was presented to
the Park sub-committce on June 12, 2001.

Parks sub committee supported the creation of a buffer to contain the root rot
Instead of removing all susceptible trees from the buffer area, as per original
buffer option, it was decided that trees that would not fall and strike the road or
trails could be girdled, causing death, but serve wildlife needs.

PRC Commission approves the ‘option 0-3: buffer: Girlding and Removal of

Trees. They also ‘iiutnict .staffto conduct a public consultation pfx>cess to
gather fced”ck prior to the implementation of Option C-3.*

Parks staff consults with Parks sub-committee and it is decided to conduct two public open houses.

October 2,2001:

First public open hou.se at Rotary Field House. Ads were placed in local
newspapers, signs erected in the Forest to inform public.

Staffdistribute 273 notices, about the second public open house, directly to residents living in the area.

October 11, 2001: Second public open house at Rotary Field house.
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October, 2001:

October 2972001:

November 7**, 2001:

February 4, 2002:

February 11,2002

April 22,2002

May 13, 2002

Coincidental with collecting information from local resklentii about access and
recreation issues in the Forest, a survey is conducted during October of residents
living near the Forest to gather their opinion on how best to manage the root rot.
K8V. agreed that the City should work towards stopping the spread ofthe root rot

di.sease.

Parks sub-commitlee reviews results of open houses and survey. 60% of public
open house attendees support creating a buffer- option c-3, preferred to
leave the Forest alone, 12% did not have a clear opinion.

Parks, Recreation and Culture Commission approved the implementation of
option c-3, buffer creation: girdling and removal oftrees to manage the root rot
disease.

Sunnyside Acres Heritage Society at their annual AGM resolve to open up the
root rot management review process due to ‘new* information brought forward

at the AGM by Roger Phillips.

Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest Advisory Committee discusses the root rot
management issue and resolves ‘that in light of newly emerging research on the
spread of root rot, the management authority withhold action pending further
consideration of the available options'.

Roger Phillips. Roy Strang. Wayne Sakamoto (slaff). Greg Ward (staff), Trevor
Cox (consultant) meet Rona Sturrock, root rot researcher, to discuss her
research.

Advisory Committee meets and discusses information arising from meeting with
Rona Sturrock and iu* implications for managing root rot in Sunnyside Aae»
Urban Forest
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Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest Root Rot

Disease Management
SURRKY

A Comparison of the Options

Option A « No Treatment of the Disease

In 100 years

Px* rt roer™rr-u<«<o>»ts %ni ~tiefifol [f*rsdri

Year 2101. TYw root rot wW have spread eubetanttaly and a predomlInantty deoduoua aand will eataMieh on the

Option B - No Treatment of the Disease.
Impiement a Ptanting Program

In 100 years

Year 2101. Tha root nol rwl have iprewd substantmly ar” a planted decxiuoue forest wil eetsbiiah on the aMe

Option C-1 and C-2 « Contain the Disease and Replant
Create a disaaee free buffer by removing bae«

In 100 years

Year 2101. Tha root dneaM m oontatnod and a maturing dadduout forett ia eetabhhed wffhri tha root rot area*™
while the endangered Oouglae-fir foreit a saved

Option C-3 « Contain the Disease and Replant.
Create a diaaaae free buffiar by lemoving some trees uarg
machinary and girdfo othars to orsala wddlifa trees

In 100 years

Mwtop li tin* aewseirWeeen ee»w

Yeer 2101. The root deeaea ie oontained and a maturing deciduous fomt is estabftshed wilhir the root ot arsat
wtMie the endingared Oougias-ilr forest « saved The disaaae free buffer provides nevr habitat for small mammals
and birds

1
D
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Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest Root Rot
Disease Management

A Comparison of the Options

The following table summarizes the cost of implementing each option.

Coat ofiaiptoaMBlatiiai  Ceat ofiaiplwioOainB

Ml ut Options aver 2b years over 20 years vidi

votunterrs

OiitiiinA”™  NotreatmciH ol tbe o sha.aw " "nla

Opium R- No tresimcfi; oi Uic vi jcoae to”eaieats Sl«1.)U2 t16t,112

I Ptwilina B -

<ipium C1-CeiilBBeii>i!»ca* sod repimL Crtsle W45,7W

dlaik .

Option C|-OQMIIKik!>cMtndrepIML Cr«iea si7n -SL.tWi

tfci—K tr—tiifcrori rvwivB pees ana naachincry i -

(1)pIMr) C'll —CoMmi iM> (Ascoso sod loplaoL. Croalaa J7oii

tiMM (m bufler by tMaoving nme trwa ocuig
i—obitry sod »ii(ffls oifacn tp crcOB wildlifc trws.

A summary of impact rating

The foAowing table meesaes the aoooi. aMtfwtic. enytronmartai «>d economic Impacta of each menaoement
option Each impact le rated bom 1105 1 repreeentefre leeet or meet poetlive impact Mille 6 repreae” the highest

ormoat negalhm impact Thitmathod ofanalysiacraalasa atandard from which each option can oa comparad

77



Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest Root Rot
Disease Management

r

The Preferred Option

Option C-3: Contain the Disease and Replant; Create a
disease free buffer by removing some trees using machinery
and girdle others to create wildlife trees.

. The spread of the disease would be stopped, thereby saving
the habitat associated with the Douglas-fir forest.

. The girdled trees will provide important habitat for many
small birds and mammals.

. Tree removal will take place only where root rot disease
areas are within a trees length of roads or trails.

. The economic impacts of this option are low as the costs are
offset through the sale of some of the trees removed from the
buffer.

. The social and aesthetic impacts are moderate in the short
term while the long term social, aesthetic and ecological
impacts are low as this option retains the rare Douglas-fir
trees and their associated habitat.

In 100 years

y —ixv'ir
Kt t« MMM 11 fMM Root rat irleetnn « gone
2101, The root diMase w oontained and a maturing dackJuaua stand is established within the root nM areas

Wh[ijlei*\/ltrzja endangered Oougtae-ilr foraet is saved. Tha ddeaae free bufler providea new habdat for email mammbh
and Mrda.



Surrey Parks, Recreation and Culture
SURREY Commission Report

Business Arising
SUNNYSIDE ACRES ROOT ROT MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

FROM: Manager, Urban Forestry and FILE: 0546-501
Environmental Services

DATE: October 31,2001 COMMISSION MEETING: November 7, 2001

RECOMMENDATION

That the Parks. Recreation and Culture Commission approve the implementation of
root rot management Option C-3: Buffer; Girdling and Removal of Trees to manage the root
rot disease in Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest.

BACKGROUND

Root rot disease management options for Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest were reviewed at
the April 12. 2001 Parks, Recreation and Culture Commission meeting. At the meeting
Commission passed the following resolution: “r/uir staffreview Commission discussion and
prepare other optionsfor referral to the Parks Sub-committee ~

At the July 11,2001 Commission meeting Commission passed the following resolutions:

/. support in principle the implementation of Option C*3: Buffer; Girdling and Removal
of Trees to manage the root rot disease in Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest.

2. instruct staffto conduct a public consultation process to gatherfeedback prior to the
implementation of Option C-3.

In consultation with the Parks Committee of Commission, staff conducted two public open
bouses and a survey of residents living in south Surrey to gather feedback on the root rot
management issue.

At the open houses a series of storyboards comprehensively ouUincd the issue and were
arranged for public viewing. Staff were on hand to answer any questions from individuals that
attended the mceung. The storyboards arc attached to this report as Appendix I Sunnyside Acres
Urban Forest Root Rot Disease Management. The public were invited to comment on the issue
and a summary of the comments is attached to this report as Appcndi.x //. Sunnyside Acres Root
Rot Open House 2001: Summary of Comments. Approximately forty residents attended the open

house meetings.

Forty-nine residents living in south Surrey were surveyed to assess their opinion on the
importance of the Douglas-fir trees in Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest. The survey questions and
results arc attached to this report as Appendix HI, Sunnyside Acres Root Rot Management Survey
Results The surveyor outlined the root rot issue with residents and look lime to answer any

questions.
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DISCUSSION

W'e have received ivventy-Hvc written comments from the public regarding the issue of
root rot management in Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest. Of the comments received. 609J; support
implementation of Option C-3, buffer creation through the girdling and removal of Douglas-fir
trees, 28«I» prefer to leave the forest as is, and [2% did not clearly indicate a preferred

management option.

The sur/cy results clearly show support for saving the Douglas-fir trees and controlling
the disease. When asked the question if ‘the City should work towards stopping the spread of the
disease in order to save the Douglas-fir trees?’, 88% responded they agreed. When residents
were asked if ‘the Douglas-fir trees in Sunnyside Acres are an important pan of the forest’, 96%
agreed. Interestingly. 44% indicated a willingness to volunteer to rcpiani the forest.

October 29*, 2001 the Parks Committee reviewed the results of the public open houses
and the survey, concluding that the results 'wlidute th£ public’s agreemenr with implementing Uie
creation ofa buffer through the removal and girdling of Douglas-fir trees to arrest the spread of
the root rot disease. Option C-3

Should Commission approve the implementation of Option C-3, staff will prepare an
implementation plan in consultation with the Park Committee and the Sunnyside Acres Urban
Forest Advisory Committee. The implementation plan will include addressing the need to
provide comprehen-sive information to the public prior to and during any field work, finding
alternative funding sources and potential partnerships for conducting the work, as well as
enlisting volunteers to assist with the re-planting of the forest

CONCLUSION

The root rot disease in Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest, if left untreated, will continue to
spread through the forest and will result in the loss of the rare stand of Douglas fir trees and their
associated plant communities. Upon review of the public feedback received, the Parks
Commiitec endorses the implementation of Option C-3: Buffer; Girdling and Tree Removal. It is
recommended that Commission approve the implementation of Option C-3 to manage the root rot
disease in Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest.

Ward, Manager
J  Urban Forestry and Environment Services

gw
Attachments

GENERAL NUNAGER'’S COIVLMENTS

The Genera] Manager supports the above recommendation.
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Root Rot in Sunnvside Acres Urban Forest
Summary of Public Review and Decision-making Processes

Porks. Recreation and Culture Commission requests Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest
Advisory Committee lo invcstijtatc the nccurrence and cPeei of nHrt rot on the finest.

Jlui 24. 2000: Urban Forest Advisory Committee discusses issue .ind resolves to approach Dr.'s
Kimmin and Klinka from UBC to request their assistarwe.
Roy Strang arlvises that the Heritage Society discussed the rivH riM issue at their most
recent AGM.

April 12. 211tX1:  Manager of Urban Forestry and Environincntj! Services informa the .Advisory Conimittee
that he has been requested to rewlvc the ro«M rot issue.
Advisory Committee requests an csicnsion to ihcir plan to involve Kiinrnns and Klinka.

(Xu>ber. 200tl:  Manager of Urban Foresuy and Environmental Services engages consultant lo review
root rot in Sunnyside Acres. Advisory Commiitcje strikes a sub”commirtcc to steer the

prKCss.

December 5. 2000; Consultant prc.se.nrs the sub-committce with information on root rot and possible
management opiion;j.

January 4, 2(X)!: Subcommittee meets again and resolves that the creation of a 'hutTer' to stop ilu?
spread of the root rot is the preferred management option

January 15, 2001: A motion (McLeud/Miller) rccoininending the third option (buffer creation)
with possible limited planting was approved 5 to I; Roger Pliillips opposing as
he fell the need for more information.

April i1.2001: Parks, Recreation and Culture Commission receive staff report. Resolve ‘that
staff review Commission discussion and prepare ivtver options for referral to the
Parks sub-committce’ of Commission,

May-Junc 2001 Consultant hire to prepare a cosi-bcneni analysis. The report was presented to
the Pork suh-commitcce on June 12. 2001.
Parks sub-committee supported (he creation of a buffer to contain die root rot
Instead of removing all susceptible trees from the buffer area, as per original
buffer option, it was decided that trees that would nol fall and strike the road or
trails could be girdled, causing death, but serve wildlife needs.

July 11.2001: PRC Commission approves the ‘option c-3: buffer; Girlding and Removal of
Trees. They also ‘instnict staff to conduct a public consultation process to
gather feedback prior to the implementation of Option C-3.*

Parks staff consults with Parks sub-committec and it is decided to conduct two publrc open htvuses.

October 2. 2001; First public open hou.se at Rotary Field House. Ads were placed in local
newspapers, signs erected in the Forest to inform public.

SialTdistribute 273 notices, about the second public open house, directly to residents living in the area.

October 11, 20()I: Second public open house at Rotary Field house.
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CnincHknul with collecting informatiiwi fnini Ukl rcsuicnis ;ih«>u( acccvi ami
recreation issue,«in ihc Forest, a survey is coiuiuctcU during October of residents
living near the Forem to gather their opinion on how best to manage the root ml.

agreed that the City should work towardv stopping the spread of the root rot
disease

Forks sub-cominiltcc reviews results of open houses and .survey. 60% of public
open house attendees support creating .»buffer- option o-1". 25% preferred to
leave the Forevt alone. 12% did not have a clear opiniiw

Park.s, Recreation and Culture Commission approved tlie implementation of

i~Nion c-J, buffer creation; girdling and removal of trees lo manage the rrxM rot
disease.
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Executive Summary

Umif>ated root rot caused by the pathogen PheKlnus wetrH. is significantly impacting the
health, stabWty and structure of a number of Douglas-fir dominated forests In the urban
parks of South Surrey. This root disease activity has resulted In significant alterations to
the vlauai characteristics and the aesthetics of infected areas. Increasing prevalence of
disease has resulted in an increased Irxjidence of trees dassifled as hazardous to the
safely of park users, park staff and proximal homes and structures. This In turn has
presented an increasing challenge to the munidpaP staff and budgets. More importantly,
the retention of the rare arxf endar>gered Coastal Douglas-fir ecosystems in the area are
threatened by the activity of laminated root.

An aggressive hazard tree evaluation and management program has been Implemented
to address the short-term issues associated with dead and dying trees. In 2001 -2003
root disease management studies and mitigation actions were undertaken to control root
disease spread and hazard tree creation. In 2003 and 2004, tree falling and removal
treatments were initiated in the Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest to mitigate long-term
laminated root rot spread.

In 2006. an evaluation was undertaken to confirm the effectiveness of past “bridge tree*
tree removal actions and to recommend additional actions needed to mitigate spread of
laminated root rot within susceptible stand types. The scope of the project was
expanded to Indude the evaluation of the emerging impacts of Douglas-fir beetle
{Dendmctcmus psoudotsugae Hopkins) and to better clarify the range of management
strategies needed to achieve long term disease management objectives.

This assessment provides:

* A detailed map of the locations of recently identified laminated root rot
centers relative to the locations of previous buffer zor>e removal treated

areas at Sunnyside Aaes.

e A detailed listing of the trees within the newly tdenlified faminated root rot
centers that have been proposed lor removal to mitigate disease spread.

e A basic literature review on the biology of Douglas-fir beetle ar>d
management strategies commonly used to mitigate impacts of the pests.

» A bade assessment of the past and potential future impacts of Douglas-fir
beetle aclivily on the health of the Douglas-fir stands at Sunnyside Acres

Urban Forest.

e Recommendations on forest health management strategies that could be
undertaken to protect short and long-term health of the Douglas-fir stands
Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest from laminated rool rot and the Oougias-fir

beetle.
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Introduction

A review o( Douglas-fir stands within Sunn/side Acres UrbEm Forest vras initiated in
October of 2006 to verify, quantify and assess root disease pockets that were believed
to be situated outside of the previously Identified laminated nx)t rot pockets and
established buffer zone treatments. The locations of each disease center, complete with
a 10 meter buffer zone, were carefully detineated. The physical attributes and disease
status of each tree within the marked areas was recorded. Park staff requested that
three treatments options were to be provided along with information on proposed tree
cutting and or salvaging activities and the potential impacts of those options.

During a preliminary on-site inspectkxi of the park, it became apparent that the
objectives of the review needed to be modified to accour”t for 1) a review of the past
disease management activities urxjertaken in the park, 2) the apparent Increasing
importance of the Douglas-fir Bark Beetle {Dendroctonus pseudotsugioe Hopkins) on the
Dougias-fir trees in the park and 3) the ne” to develop treatments plans and actlvmes
to ensure the success of past arxl proposed strategies designed to achieve long term
tree health.

Previous Studies and Previous Treatment Activities

information from two previous studies In Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest by B. A.
Blackwell and Associates (December 2000) and Diamond Head Consulting (May 2001)
provided direction and context for the disease management activities that were
undertaken at that park. These studies, as well as that of Fournier (2004), provide
detailed background information on the basic biology, identification, impact arx| control
of laminated root rot.

In 2003 and 2004, trealments were initiated in the Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest to
mitigate long-term laminated root rot spread. Specifically, disease susceptible trees
were felled for a distance of 10 meters beyond the outer ~ge of the root disease
centers to reduce or prevent disease transmission between the infected and health
portions of the stands. The felling of these “bridge trees" in these “buffer zones" is
expected to slow or halt the outward spread of the root disease centers. The principle
behind this approach is that over time, dying and then dead root systems of the felled
trees become increasingly less capable of the spreading arvd retaining PhefUnus wetrii,
the causal agent of laminated root rot.

These buffer remove treatments were conducted In accordance with a modified version
of Option C (2) — Buffer Removal and Stand Re-EstabKshment process as described in
(he May 2001 Diamond Head Consulling Report. WHh the changes to Option C (2). tree
removals were Umited to the buffer zones immediately surrounding the peripheries of the
disease centers, ft remains unclear if any of lhe buffers were planted with laminated root
rot Immune or resistant trees and if any assodated follow-up actfvities in the originaly
proposed Option C were ever implemented.
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Douglas-fir Bark Beetle Managetnenl

The relative Importance of the Oouglas-fir bark beetle In the maintenance of Douglae-nr
stand health and sustainability appears to be an emerging issue in Surrey parks as well
as other local Douglas-fir dominated ecosystems. Histofically, significant impacts by
Douglas-fir beetle in coastal British Coiumbia forests have been sporadic and largely
assodated wind throw, fires or other events that create recently killed host material.
With such events, the ready availability of host material allows bark beetle levels to

rapidly expand and spread into adjacent healthy standing timber. Typically, such
outbreaks have been relatively sh” term (1-" years) ar>d have localized impacts.

At Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest (Sunnyside Park), there appears to have been an
ongoing low level activity by the Douglas-fir bark beetle largely assodated with root rot
infected trees and wind thrown tirrt>er. However, in recent years it was observed that
patches of bark beetle killed timber have arisen in the park. Considering the atypical
summer drought-Itke climatic conditions experienced In the last few years, it is possible
that otherwise healthy Douglas-fir stands may become significantly more susceptible
Douglas-fir beetle attacks.

in order to maintain the health of Douglas-fir stands in the Sunnyside Park, it is essential
that park mar”~gement activities give consideration be given lo Douglas-fir beetle
population dynamics and management strategies. To assist in the management of this
pest, basic information on Douglas-fir beetle biology, population dynamics and
management strategies have been provided (Appendix 1).

Data Collection and Observations

Combinations of above- and below-ground symptoms were utilized to determine if
suspect areas and individual trees were afflicled with laminated root rot The
characteristic above-ground symptoms that were utilized include the presence of dead or
dying trees, decayed root systems on wind fall trees and hollow stumps. Within each
area suspected of having root rot, soil excavations were conducted to allow inspection of
root collars of potentially Infected the trees (Figure 1). In trees with well advanced
above-ground symptoms, shallow excavations were usually sufficient to determine
disease presence. However, in trees with less prorkKXinced symptoms, excavations
commonly needed to extend down into mineral soil to determine pathogen
presence/absence. Due to time constraints, infection confirming excavations were
limited to trees that needed to have disease status confirmed to allow accurate
delineation of the extent and location of bridge tree removal buffers.

When assessing the Douglas-ftr Bark beetle, the presence of bonng frass (Figure 2) or
pitch exudations (Figure 3) on bark surfaces was the preliminary indicator of beetle
colonization. Successful beetle establishment was then confirmed by the removal of
sections of bark to reveal the presence of characteristic galleries (Figure 4) and insect
broods.
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The root disease related data that was collected during the inspections is as follows*

Data (trees species, diameter (OBH) and status (live vs. dead))on infected trees.
Data (OBH arKt species) on ail trees that may need to removed should such a

disease management activity,
Options for salvaging or leaving logs should tree removal be implemented.

Figure I  Tree Root Coitar Excavation to Determine Presence of Laminated Root
Rot Infections

liootUot fcciotrojiluc MyceWdUiM- 1
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Figure 2 Reddish Boring Dust from a Successful Douglas-fir Beetle Attack

Figure 3 Resin Exudations from an Unsuccessful Douglas-fir Beetle Attack
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Figure 4 Characteristic Douglas-fir Beetle Galleries in a Bark Sample

Pago 9
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Rosults of 2006 Inspections

Inspections of Douglas-fir stands done in the areas proximal to the previously Identified
disease centers confirmed an additional six areas of laminated root rot outside of the
previously established buffer areas (Mapi). WHhIn these newty Identir»ed infection areas
and the surrounding 10m buffer zone, a total of 59 trees are recommended for removal
A summary of the data collected during the field inspections can be found In Table 1
while the complete data collected can be found in Appendix 2.

For pests other than laminated root rot, it was observed that three spatially separated
trees were heavily infected with or kMled by Armillaria root rot and two otiw areas were
found to have dead or dying trees due to the Douglas-fir beetle (Figure 6).

Discussion
Historical Root Disease Management Activitlea

Survey results and observations confirmed the treatment activities completed to date
have toen reasonably effective In isolating diseased areas within buffer treatments. The
most notable exception to this are the infection centers at locations 5 and 6 (Figure €)
each of which, has about 20 trees that are currently proposed to be removed.

From the review of the previously prescribed and implemented activities, It was noted
that there were two other key management tools that had not been implemented to
manage of laminated root rot spread and impact. First, there was no plan developed or
activities undertaken or scheduled to maintain buffer areas free from infill by Douglas-fir,
grand fir, hemlock and other laminated root rot susceptible conifers. Key intervention
activities that could have been undertaken to achieve this induda, a) the physical
removal (hand-pulling or cutting) of susceptible tree species that may reseed Into the
buffer areas, b) replanting of the buffer areas wHh immune and resistant tree species
that would occupy the site and help prevent re-establishment of laminated root rot host
species or ¢) the combination of activities a and b. In the absence of such site
maintenance, the infill of these root rot susceptible species will likely, overtime, create
localized networks of susceptible root systems that ~tI compromise the long-term

integrity of the treated buffer zones.

The second key management tool not previously utilized was the inspection of stump
tops of felled trees to look for disease related decay or wood staining (Figure 5). In
Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest and other areas with tall mature trees and high levels of
crown ctosure, it is difficult to use crown symptoms other above-ground symptoms to
accurately delineate the periphery of a disease centre. In such middle-aged stands,
stump top inspections of felled trees are a key tool in confirming that buffer zones are
property located. Where stump staining is found, trained falters, are able to do last
minute fine-tuning of buffer zone boundaries by extending buffer zones 10m outward
from the last symptomatic stump. It is important to rvDte that certain slump top incipient
decay symptoms may only be visible for a few days post-falling (Thies and Sturrock
1995) but these transient indicators can provide important information on the infection
status of a given tree. Stump top inspecttons significantly increase the abiity to
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accurately identify the extent of a larninated root rot disease centre (Waltis and Reynolds
1901) (Theis and Sufrrock 1995) as well as ttie associated bridge trees that f>eed to be
removed

’|S*®**

Figure 5 Characteristic Laminated Root Rot Staining on Freshly Cut
Douglas-fir stems.

’hotos extracted from LarTn/iated Root Rot In Wesiem North America by Thtes and Sturrock 1995),
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Notao:

o  More Armillariaosioyac infected trees located throughout the park bt only those close to the

buf¥er that were inspected for Laminated Root Rat were recorded,

Sunnyside Acres Urban Forost Root Disgese Atsessmont Project 2006 Paga I
Table:1 Summary of Tree Data Collactad
Information o specific rough focntions denoted on attoched preliminary inspection map.
Localian | Frimary Pest | Secondesy | Rough No®.af | Reugh No®. | Total No. of
Past canfimed trees In Tree for
infested frees | bulfer potential
removal
a Laminatad root + (. {old stump) 2 2
.| ot .
2 Ir.:imlnated root 1 3 4
3 Laminaled root | Douglas-fir ' 2 6 B
ot . _beetle _
4 Laminatad root 1 2 3
rat
5 Laminated root 4 46 19
rot
6 L':tmlnated raat 3 14 17
A "Armillaria oot 1 0
] .rat .
B Armillaria root’ 1 ]
ot . . .
G Arénillaﬁa raat 1 {windfall) 0
g
D Douglas-fir Ammillaria |8 0
beatie rool rot
‘Bluedots | Girdlad buffer 6 none 8.
irea - live -
Sum ' 28 42 59
* {a be dccurately confinned

e Buffers will delincated using diseased standing and windfall as well as any stumps conflrmed o
hava disease. '
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Interrelatkinship Batween Douglas-fir Boatia tmpaots Racant Root Rot
Managamant Actiona

Ongoing minor Douglas-fir bark beetle activity can be seen throughout the park but
standing trees currantty being killed can be found in the far soutiveast end of the main
root disease pocket. Douglas-fir beetles corUinue to be active in the disease trees and
the populations reared from these trees appear to be attacking and. periodically, kiting
trees. Many of lhe trees attacked by these beetles are located within the disease centre
at location 5 (Figura 6) and are infected with laminated root or directly adjacent to
diseased trees. The ongoing advancement of disease infections within the unfelled root
rot canters can be expected to maintain local bark beetle populations and lo further
contribute to attacks of standing trees outside of the existing buffers.

The timing of the Douglas-fir beetle killed timber ktentified in locations 3 and 6 (Figure 6)
appears to have coincided with the logging and removal of timber within the root disease
buffer area. Beetles appear to have reared in felted timber or logging slash and spilled
over Into a€|acent apparently health standing trees. Fortunately, Ihe elevated beetle
population and resultant tree mortality appears to have rapidly declined over a two to
three year period.

The use of tree girdling as a technique to remove bufler trees did not appear to be a
successful. First, a number of trees managed to survive the girdling process and these
live trees currently compromise the success of disease buffers around them. Secondly, it
is apparent that the dieing girdled trees reared beetles (Figure 7) that likely contrixited
to the local Oougias-fir beetle populations that attacked and killed standing trees in and
adjacent to at the disease center at locations 3 (Rgure 6).

Proposed Treatment Options

While there are a number of potential approaches that could be taken to manage forest
health issues In Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest, three options were determined to be the
most appropriate for park staffto select from. These options, presented below, were
selected primarily based on 1) protection of existing Douglas-fir stands from short-temri
impacts from both laminated root rot and the DouEIas-fir beetle. 2) 1protection of the lon
term stability of Douglas-fir ecosystems In the park. 3} protection of the effectiveness o
laminated root rot management Investments done to date, and 4) minimizing the impacts
of forest health management activities of park aesthetics.

In the implementation of these options, It is anticipated that ail tree retention or removal
decisions need to give full cor*tderatlon to their potential to impact bark beetle activity.
With any harvesting activities that may be undertaken, the timing of Ihe felling and
removal of iogs will need to be carefuly planned to ensure tocal beetle populations are
"soaked up" and moved off-site prior to beetle emergence. There is sufficient historical
evidence that without such consideration, more otherwise healthy trees will be killed.

An additional point to note is all of the presented management options are interxled to
compliment the routine hazard tree abatement actions being undertaken at the park.
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Figure 7 Girdled Tree from Buffer Zone with Bark Sample Revealing
Douglas-fir Beetle Galleries
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The recommended options are:
Option 1

1. Remove trees from identified disease centers and associatedlO meter buffer
zones at locations 2>6 (inclusive) as described below.

a. Tree felling should occur just before or during Ihe bark beetle flight
period (expected In May or June) so that existing beetle populations
can be drawn away from trees that will be retained.

b.  Trees rrHist be felled Into existing open areas in a manner that
maximizes the distance between those sterns and standing timber.
This careful placement is needed to help draw attacking beetles away

from healthy Douglas-fir trees that will be retained.

C. Inspect stumps created during feiing of buffer zone trees lo determine
if disease related staining (Figure 5) is present. Where present
extend buffer zona boundary 6 tolO molars outward form last stained
stump.

d. All feMed timber must be renx)vod before beetles emerge from those
stems. Whio this initial emergence can be expected around mid-July*
the maturation of the beetle broods needs to be monitored lo ensure

appropriate timing.

2. Remove all trees that are still alive after previous girdling treatments. These
trees need to be removed to establish the 10 meter buffer zone that the
girdling treatment Intended to achieve.

a. Remove the trees in accordance with the timing and approaches
described in 1 above.

Create a schedule of annual root disease inspections to confirm that no

~read has occurred from the hollow stump in location 1. Where spread is
fouTKI outside of the buffer treat the disease center and a 10 meter buffer

zone In a manner prescribed for locations 2-8.

Insider salvage opportunities or danger tree management activities for
locations A - 0.
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Option 2

Impiement all actions described in Optionl and undertake the following actions:

5.

Option 3

In the summer following the implementation of Optionl. fell living trees from
the disease center to create trap iogs within the disease management buffer
zone openings. These trap logs will be used to capture Douglas-fir beetles
that may be reared by the logging debris and stumps created by
implementation of Optionl. Undertake these actions such that:

a.

Fall three or four adjacent trees to create three separate trap tree
clusters in each the buffer areas openings of the northern, central and
southern sections of the disease center.

Trap tree felling should occur just before or during bark beetle flight
(expected in May or June) so that existing beetle populations can be
drawn away from trees that will be retained.

Trap trees must be felled into existing open areas in a manr>er that
maximizes the distance between those stems arxJ adjacent standing
timber. This careful placement Is needed to help draw attacking
beetles away from healthy Douglas-fir trees that wHI be retained

AU felled timber must be removed before beetles emerge from those

stems. While this initial emergence can be expected around mkkJuly.
the maturation of the beetle broods needs to be monitored to ensure

appropriate timir’g.

Implement all actions described in Options 1 & 2 and undertake the following
incremental actions:

Develop and implement a treatment strategy and implementation timetable to
maintain buffer areas free from infill by Dougias-fir, grand fir, hemiocK and
other laminated root rot susceptible conifers. Key steps in this strategy
indude;

a. Stratify the existing and newty created buffer openings on the basis of

existirig or antidpated infill from disease host tree. nor>-host trees or

brush species. For each strata determine which plant spedes
complex wil be targeted for creation or retention.

i. Brush soedes dominated community. This community will be
relatively short lived before a gradual transition towards a tree
dominated community.

li. Non-host tree dominated community — Can be achieved by
passive restocking from local seed sources or by planting.
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Develop strala-speciTic management plans that Include host exclusion
activities and monitoring regime. Key host exclusion techniques to be
used Indude:

. the physical removal (hand”lIng or cutting) of susceptible
tree spedes that may invade the buffer areas.

I. replanting of the buffer areas with Immune and resistant tree

spedes that would occupy the site and help prevent re-
establishment of laminated root rot host tree spedes.

Note: Dedduous trees can be expected to i this role for

40 - 80 yearn before die-off Is expected. In the case of
conifers, only establishment of western red cedar is
recommended and use of this spedes will be limited to wetter
portions of the park. Western cedar can be expected to
live hundreds of years on a suitable site

IR. a combination of activities | and U as per above.

Summary

The spread of laminated root rot at Sunnyside Acres Urben Forest is currently under
control with the exceptions of the Identified pockets outside of the cut over buffer areas.
The Implementation of any of the presented options should finalize any Immediate
actions required control spread of this disease and will minimize the potential for bark
beetle impacts In the short term. Option 3 provides the most desirable scenario to
maximize short and long-term disease control success white keeping bark beetle
impacts In check and maintaining park functionality and visual aesthetics.

Additional options to restore and maintain the Douglas-fir ecosystenrs currently located
within the disease centers should be conskfared. Information on these activities can be
found in the report | did for Crescent Park (Fournier 2004).
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Appendtx 1 Douglas Fir Bark Bootle Biology And Maiuigoment Options

The Oouglas-fir boeUo can be a highly destructive pest in Douglas-fir trees throughout
British Columbia but Is particuiariy threatening in the interior regions of the province.
The beetle primarily Inhabits wind felled trees, damaged or drought-stressed limber,
harwested timber, and logging debris (DFB Pest Guide 2002. Johnson 1960e). During
epidemic populations, attacks from this post kM can significant numbers of healthy greon
trees (McMullen 1975).

Insect description and blologv

Adult beetles are reddish brown to dark brown in colof and about 4.5 lo 7mni in length
(Bark Beetle Management Guide Book, 1995) while mature larvae are generally about 6
mm in length and white wHh a brown head capsule. Eggs are glossy white, etipticai in
shape and about 0.5 mm in length (McMuien 1977).

The Douglas-fir beetle generally has a one year Nfe cycle with up to two broods
produced In ore year. Overwintering occurs In host material with beetle In the form of
young (caRow) adults or mature larva*. When spring temperatures exceed 18" C,
usualy May or June, the main (adult) brood will emerge and attack new host material. By
July, the overwintering larvae of the secondary brood have matured and begin their
emergence. Itis also this time when adults from the initial flight may re-emerge to flr>d
new host material (McMullen 1977). New adults maybe present well In advance of the
forthcoming winter but will not emerge until the foilowing spring due to a need for
diapause (Ryan 1959).

Upon emergence from a host, adult beetles seek and attack out new host material. After
finding a suitable host, adults bore in through the bark arxl construct main gaReries in the
phloem tissue that are parallel to the long axis of the stem. Eggs laid In niches along the
parent gallery later hatch and the resulting larvae minirg galierios that are perpendicular
to those of the adults (Figure 4)

Attack symptoms

The first symptom of successful attack is the presence of reddish-brown boring dust on a
host's bark (Figure 2). Adults normaRy bore in through fissures in the host bark. This
diagnostic boring dust can be washed away by rain and is best observed in late June or
early July shortly after an attack has commenced. Suspected infestations can be
confirmed by removing a section of the bark to expose the beetle's characteristic
galleries (Figure 4) (McMullen 1977). In standing live trees, the evidence of attack Is
most commonly found in the mid bole area of the stem.

Another good indicator of a successful attack In a live tree is the discoloration of tree
foliage. Foliage win turn from green to pale-green to reddish brown as the beetle
colonization progresses (DFB Pest Guide, 2002). These symptoms may be apparent as
early as In the fall but often do not appear until the spring of the year following attack
(McMullen 1977).
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Evidence of an unsuccessful attack in green trees is the presence pitch being exuded
from attempted bark beetle entrance holes and down the stem In the upper and mid-bole

sections of the host (Figure 3).

Host Influences

The physical condition of the host, dead or afve. can be the single greatest factor
determining the success of Douglas-fir beetle attacks. With IMng hosts, the better the
physiological condition of a tree, the greater Us chance of it warding of bark beetle
attacks. Healthy vigorous trees are able to exude sufficient quantities of resin to "pitch
out" or suffocate attacking beetles. Over mature, k”ured and moisture stressed trees
have reduced resin producing capabilities and more readily colonized by bark beetles.
However, in situations where bark beetle numbers are high, even vigorous trees do rwt
have sufficient resourcea to ferKJ off beetle attacks and are eventually killed (Knight arvl

Heikkenen 1980).

With dead host material, the success of the beetle infestation is attributable to the
condition of the host's phloem tissues. Recently killed or felled timber provides the best
rearing material for the Douglas-fir bark beetle with the quality of the host rapidly
declining over time (Knight and Rudinsky 1958).

Control tactics

There are a number of options that can be employed to prevent or mitigate Douglas-fir
beetle Infestations through the reduction or removal of suitable host materials. All of
these approaches require careful timing relative to beetle flights and other Wological

?QPstraints. The ones most applicable to the Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest are as
oilovrs:

1. Single tree treatments

With single Iree treatments, Individual Douglas-fir beetle infested tree are felted and
removed, peeled or burnt to prevent spread to adjacent host materials. This approach 1$
cost Intensive and is most appropriate when dealing with high value trees where low
level beetle populations are In isolated and discrete pockets.

2. Sanitation harvestir)g

With sanitation harvesting, the focus is on the removal of existing Infested Douglas-fir
trees and materials to move the associated bark beetle poputatior” off-slte before
they cm spread to adjacent healthy host material. The removed materlate are then put
through a debarking or milling process which will kill off the beetle broods. Sanitation
Iharvlesting can be utilized to dampen beetle populations that range from low to hloh
evels. .
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3. Trap trees

Pag«24

With the trap tree approach, healthy recently felled Douglaa-fir logs are used to attract
and absorb local adult beetles. The newly attacked materials are then removed from the

site prior to the adult flight period to suppress local beetle populations. Trap trees

normally rely on the natural attractiveness of the fresNy felled trees but colonization
levels may be enhanced by the use of pheromone attractants. Once removed from the
site, the infested is debariced or milled to kill off the beetle population.
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Appendix 2 IndivMuaJ Statistics of TrMS Propotiad For Ramoval
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Figure 6 Locations of Now Laminated Root Rot infection Centers and Other Peat
Activity Areas Found in October 2006 Surveys
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Douglas-fir beetle
In British Columbia

By N. HumpTireys

Pacific Forestry Centre

Introduction

TYw Douglas-fir bealto (Denctoaonus
pseuATfsupae Hopk) is ai irnponanl
native pest Viroughoiit the range ol its
princtp” Dougtas-ir (Rstudotsuga
menztanif(iMrt>.) Fiarvx)). Western larch
(Larw ocodM late un.) is also ooca-
sionaly attacked. Darrage caused by
fiis beette has been most extenswe k)
the niertor of Bntrah Columbte Treevot-
unw loesee horn 1956 lo 1994 twere
esbmalBd at about2403G00  nteely
pefcert of Ns modaittv oocurred In the
Iraenor of the province

Doscription and lifo cycia

The egg is etfplical. pearly wNta. and
1tot.2mm lor™ The larvato a whrte,
legtosB grub with a pate brown head,
about 6 mm long when mature The
pupa it white to ligN tan, about 6 mm
long, with adult features Clegs, wings,
etc.) visfbte. The a<futt is a stout,
brown co bleckiah-brown beetle with
reddteh efytra 4 to 7 mm long.

The tiuralion of the We cycle is
approxinralBly one year and two
broods may be proChced each year

The Oougias-fir beetle overwin-
ters primanty as yourtg adults or as

I A I Canadi E@M}g OM

(S:M\{\élﬁt Mnadia«

AouN Doud«s-fir beetle. Osndmdbnus pseudbrsugas Hopkint: top view Heflf: Nde view (irgN)

mature or nearty mature larvae The
adults lyptcaSy fly and altack susoepti
bfe trees in the sprmg, shortly attar
daytime temperatures exceed 18X.
The malor Highit pehod usually occurs
in Way artd June Larvae that have
overwtnterad complete their develop-
ment and emerge In July and August
The parent beetles occasionaly
emerge the same summer lor a sec-
ond flight or 'summer thghi’, and then
attack fresh material and establish a
second brood

The female chews tirough the
outer balk into the imer bark, con-
structs the egg galery ar>d depoells
egg masses of 10 to 36 in smaN nich-
es in groups which aftemarte along the
sides of the gallery. A rnaie lolows the
female Into the gallery, although he
does no axceveting. he helps mttiaty
In pushing boring dust out the
entrance and taler In packmg the bor-
ing dust in tie part of the gallery clos-
est to the entrance.

Canada
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The litcycto ol Via Oouglss*Pr bMde

Eggs hatch in about 2 weeka and
tie young larvae bore away from the
egg gallery. The larvae feed In the
inner bark for 2 to 3 months (until win-
ter mtervanas), enter the pupal stage,
and a few weeks later become young
aduRs. Atemergence. Vie young
aduRs bore a drcuiar hole to the berk
surface Although young adults may
be present as earty as late Jiiy, nona
emerge untl the foRowing spring.

Damage
Gallery system

The gaMery system a in the inner bark
next to Ihe sapwood The egg gai-
lenes meoe by Iha parent edula are
paralel to the gram of Ihe wood, usu-
aly wvh a slight hook or curve at the
beginning. They are uauaRy 20 lo 25
cm tong bul may be 75cm long and 5
to 6 mm wide. The larval gallenea
diverge from the egg groups in fan-
shaped groups which alternate from
SMie to side of the egg gallery. Most of
the egg gallery and ail of the lanrnl
gaHeiy are packed wfth bonng dust.
The larval mines frequentty disappear
tram the mner surface of the bark

Several Oougtas-fir tweite galerles

smoe the larvae, when nearing matun-
ly, often bore into Ihe Inner batk. The

pupal cells are constructed at the end
ol the larval minas

Brood survival in standing trees is
usualy higher and moie ooncentraled
In the mtddle porbon of the infesned
stem. In downed trees, egg gaRenes
tend lo be uniformly eucceesfui bul
more dense on ihe shaded urxierskle

Trees are usually not hleetod
above a top diameter of 15 to 20 cm.
Other bark beetles often occur In the
top of Ihe stem, especially scotytus
tsugae (Swain) and Psoudofryfesinus
nebukijsds (Le Conte).

Effect on the tree

The work of aduRs and leivae evenluat-
ly gmta the tree and, along with an
asaociatod hmgus, reeuRs in the tree's
deelh. Foliage dscolorattor, from green
to pale yelow-green to ted. occurs a
few months to a year after aOack.
depending on seasonal weather, localf-
ty, dale and Nansity of infeetalion. and
elevation. The red foftage remains on
the tree tor an average of two years.

Occasxxially Iha needles may drop
wRhout decoloration. Olton oonks of the
pouch fungus, Qyptaporus vcAoafus
(Peck) Sheer, term on the outer berk
Ihe year folowing aRacK.

Host susceptibility
and attack pattern

The Oouglas-Rr beetle prefers hosts
such as lalidd trees, slash, stumps,
windfall, overmature and decadent
trees, trees damaged by abiotic fac-
tors, and trees stressed by defoliation
and root disease. Host materlaf over
20 cm IS praterred; the beetle occa-
sionelty attacks trees of smaller diam-
eter, but brood production Is low.

Where suscepUbte trees are abun-
dant. the beetle car quickfy become
epidemic and Mi adjacent apparently
heathy green timber. Consequently,
groups ot kAed trees may surround
trees such as wvKffall, a ightning-
struck tree, or fire-damaged trees.

In endemK situatiorvs, the dam-

age caused by the Irttact occurs in
smal scattered groups in the stand
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The Lafva of the Douglae-fiir beeDe i$ wfice
with a bfown head, ar” Is about 6 mm

long when mature.

The size of these groufse arxJ intensity
of attacfc « a reflection of bolti the
amount of suitable host rraleflai and
the population level in the stand.
Frequentty, trees around a killed
group may have been attacked but
were abts to survive. In urban areas,
trees weakened by a sudden change
In environmental conditions due to
development or constmcttor may
become sufabie hosts for the insect

Association with roof cfeseese

There appears to be a sfrorg reiation
between Oouglae-fir beetle and the
root rots Atmuana ostoyae (Romagr.)
Herlnk. PheHinus werrw <Mur.)
Gjfcerteon, and Pftaeolus schweiniJzii
(Fr.) Pal. Dunng studies ot Dougl»-fir
beetle outbreaks in northern Idaho
ieptographium wagenen (Kendr.)
HVmgt var, paetiOoisugae Marrington
& Cobb was found for the first time m
Douglas-fir. The relationship between
root disease and bark beetles is more
pronounced with endemic beetle pop-
ulatiors Root rots reduce water
uptake arxt vigor in infected trees
Lower vigor predisposes the tree to
attack by bark beetles. The seventy or
amount of the root disease is related
to the success of beetle attack.
Successful beetle attacks are rrxKe
likely in trees with 70 to 90 percent of
their roofs afleded by disease. Root
rot also contnbules to blowdown
which helps lo mKiate and perpetuate
beetle outbreaks.

Defoliation

There is some evidenoe that defolia-
tion by western spruce budworm.

The pupa of the DouglasTir beade is whde
10 light tan and atxiut 6 mm long.

Chorfsicneure oooOdnfalis (Fre

and lhe Oooglas-fir tussock moth,
Orgyia pseudotsugae (McOunnough),
predisposes larger trees to bark beetle
attack Defoliation weakens the trees
and its abufty to resist beetle attacks,
possibly due to the fact that heavy
defoiialion reduces Ihe trees ability to
produce monoterpenee. Trees that
have been more than 80% defoliated
by tussock moth are very suscepttile
to attack and provide host matenai lor
the build-up of beetle populations

Detection

The first obvous evidence of attack m
a stand is the preserve of trees wfh
discolored foliage However, this dis-
coloration may not occur until a year
following altack when the beetles are
ready to leave (in some cases, may

have already left} to attack new host
matenai This dtecoforation may be

observed from the ak or from high var>
tage points. Confirmetion that the dam-
age is due (o Douglas-fir beetles may
be obtained by romovir” bark and
observing the lyplcai gallery systems

Oetecton oif infested trees In the
eerty stages of attack is difficull The
earliest evidence of attack s the red-
dish brown bonng dust on the bark at
the entrance hotee of Ihe gallery.
There are no pitch tubes such as
those associated with certain other
DendfCdonus species although clear
resin (pitch) exuding from entrance
hofes at Ihe upper limit of the infesta
bon on Ihe stem has been noted.
Earty detection thus requires exanvna-
tion of indivHlual boles, whkdi is beet
done In late June or July while the
txiring dust is stiH easily seeri.

Control of Douglas-fir bnetle

The foilowvig reoommendabcns are
grouped pitmartiy into two caiegohes:
preventive measures and remedai mea-
suree. Alhou” the concepts are Ihe
same, the timing of these operatiaris
changes somewhat when trees are
already fnfaslecf. A third category
descrbes mettiods of brood destnidion

Preventive measures

{«) log and slash disposal
t. All Intasted logs snould bs ~smoved siid
uiilizad tMkys basnss snergs Those
telleo OUnng May ujne and Juy should tie
rsmovod before AptS cl the tonoMng year.
2.AH ciJa and aiasn over 20 om in diamstor
should be kept lo @ mnlmun and, 1 Infett-
ed, they shoisd be trealed by tiurmig or
peeing bail tc prsweet emergancs of fie
brood wHhn the time spedlied Rbove lor
ranovaJ d me lops
3 Tops siuuki be xepi smal {unMr?Ocmin
darnele’)
4 Slumps Bhoiid be cut as ow S3 possitile
and. I irAssied, shoiJd be healed bummg
or lemovling bark lo destroy the berk bee-
das m them.
Roads and nghKHnwiy shoud be oon-
siructsd « posaiMS after August Imtnedi-
Btoly balore Ihatr use If logs, sIMh, S4c,
reBuking from road constoicMn. can be
utilized or Irsaisd as in steps 1 to 4
above, cuding roads and rt~l-ot-way in
eerty spnng would remove toms of the
oeetie populseion Stanos “tiacsnit lo new
roeds arvuid oe ca‘afjfly examined In iMs
summer d ihe year ot road conttructian
and iiSested treae aboukj ba ramovad
IrsM with root damage sbouid be re-
exarntned tor ahasK 'he summer d the
naxt year, and If ihay era mrssiad itwy
*Would be removed.
. Procedures 1 to 4 shocM leceVs spsosl
Bliention duilng the last year of logging in
anarea.

o

=

(bi Genersf logging practices

1 Prioity should be given to overmature or
deceoent stands, paificuafty tioae in
which 'tM Oougku-fir beetle Is acSvt

2. TTw 'Bsiduai aland should be canHuiy
watched ror evtdsnce of nfesnasion, and
Mestod iross shoUd oe rsncved piompiy.

3. Trees felled duiwg May and June should
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atoorti much ot 9w t)MCto poputatnn. It
[t>« teWnp ofoctduro o kHIoMd, HiruK M
Kcompaniod by stnct sanitation 'nmsutm
as dtmaiivi N4> i to 4.

4. Care must oe taken to insure rmniirai
mecnarical dama” to i"b reskluai siano.
Thia indudm tool damage such at that
caused by road cut.

Remedial measures

H, In sfNi* ol ai< orecauaionE. nfestaUora
oevetop in standing timber, mr'edal action
may bo necesfiary tor Qonlfoi
|. The procadjree OMonood above under
TreventVo meoMres' should o« oorin*
ued and, (I ooeaiMa, <ntangitied
2 Curraniy mtasted treat thould be
removed belore the lottowirg April. Seigla
tree remove! «4lh heiooptarB and smal
Block harvastirx) nave provad successful
m contiotnB the beetle In the pM.
dantincaiioe ot those tmos requres eiiam
inaiior> ol indrvlduai bores for the prasenca
of lha reddish brown boring dust Removal
of led-wpad tress fmni wtveh the beetles
have amergad does not reduct ra beetle
popiiabon In some yeeri. dsedoretion d
loHege may occur r lha year of atieck
oafore beettos arrerge.
ITrre) trees may be ified loetnet baette
popuations to rvghSy suscopUilB and readl-
fy extractibie melarml Fail the trap trees
ehortly betore oeetie nigtx, prtlenfiiy in
earty Aprt, and dispose ol Stem by late
March ol the toPovring year, bafore beeSe
emergenoe The area al risk snoettf be grid-
ded wtpt groups of imp trees el irServals of
etMXi 0.4 to 0o 8 km The groups of trap
trees shouio be pfaood where they can tw
eattiy removed. Beeitas wil be aSraoiad lo
iwse trap trees and iray akaeSe some ad|a-
oent green trees ae well: ail of the resuamg
Irlested material diould be removed os
treated by April of Ihe following year.
ThetftectrvencssoftraptrGasnuy be
ncreaeao wih the use of ptieromonet
Whan pheromones (such as fnniain or
seudenof} are used on kve or recently
tailed iFees, IVng beetles are anraesad to
them: to some studies up to S or 6 limes at
rhany beeites hsfve attecked bailed trees
oompered wkh non-beitad trees. Stand
densfly and tree dtamelsr also rltoence
attaocs n baaed stands.
5. Thaanireggregabve oheromon# MCH
(metrylcyctohewnone} hat been used to

N

dwuptor prevent beetle attacks Aitactt
and progeny nenre been reduced by over
90% by the appicelrin of ttiie pherorrone.
The use ol the pireromcne coud be most
jseljt In areas oi btowdown

Brood destruction

ThBlofcwfng memodt may be used for
brood destruction In Stash atto odwr maisnel
not removed from toe woods

1. Pfirg end Burning. The Ire should be
kiatve and all bark shOLtd be ifwreughty
biimed. Broadcast burning ooes not pro-
duce a 9re hot enougn to overooms ihe
nsuiating quelilas of Dougea-fir bartt
Peeing. Peeing the bark expcees he
broods lo weelhar and prsdaiert. Sinoe
mary beelosoan tMereimcrintheiQrest
dJf. peeling sriotSd be dono to JUty or
August betore the young edutts devetop
The oroceoure IncmaBaE the tire hazard,
but when peeling le used to confundian with
bumsig. a less niensa bum is required
Lediai trap trees usng MSMA {monosod-
um mefhaneereonate] can signMcandy
reduce the number of proQiny Intrap trees

N

@
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Additional Information
Aekjiifonal copies of this and other
leallefs In th» Foveet Pest Leaflets

serias, as wek as adcMlonef sdenfific
defais and information atxiut
identification seivicss, are avaiabte
by writing to:

Natural Resources Canada
Canadian Forest Sarvtoe
Pacrfic Forestry Centre
506 West Bumskfe Road
Victona, B C. VaZ 1M5
Ptione (250) 363-0600
http://Wvirw.pfc forestry ca
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PDF version August 2000
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This note was written for and published by Surrey Museum’s ‘Heritage
Newsletter.
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Appendix 6
The Holly and the Ivy

Many of you will be familiar with Ihe traditional English cafX)l of this name, but no,
we are not trying to jump-start Chnstmas (it begins too soon for many of us as it is’)
Rather, we want to show how these two plants provide a useful lesson in the complexity
of ecological issues.

Neither Holly (Ifex aquifoHa) nor Ivy {H&dera helix) is native to Sunnyside Acres
Urban Forest but they are both widespread in the Acres now. Having been Introduced as
garden ornamentals, quite possibly by homesick immigrants from the UK they flourish in
the Lower Mainland Their seeds are eaten by birds and sometimes excreted m the
forest, where they germinate and become established

To preserve the ecological integrity of the forest, eradication of some or all such
plants is sometimes suggested, but this would require examining every square metre of
the forest - an impractical and damaging activity which, at best, could be only
temporarily effective. Reinvasions from surrounding gardens ensue and necessitate
continuing regular periodic clean-up efforts

Quite apart from these practical considerations, there is also a subjective element
that helps explain why the impulse towards eradication is often strangely selective. Holly
is known lo be benign, or beneficial, In that Its attractive berries are eaten by birds,
whereas ivy is known to often be harmful to trees. The weight of its foliage can break
stems and branches, deforming the trees and creating wounds wNch allow damagir>g
fungi to invade. When visitors are asked for their opinions on what should be done about
these non-native species, most want the Holly to be retained and the Ivy eradicated. This
may seem commonsensicai lo some, but not wf>on it is pointed out that such views are
based on value judgements that have little to do with the life of the forest. Once
established, the plants become part of the naturally changing forest scene. The two are
equally exotic, they have been Introduced in an identical manner, and they are both well
adapted to the local environment The difference is that observers find one potentially

harmful and the other not.

A tour guide leadir>g visitors can use this example to show that what seems, on
the surface, to be an obvious solution is in fact coloured by the observers’ values There
is no clearly right or wrong answer (and this is very often the case with ecological
questions), something that Is too frequently ovedooked in ecological debate and
argument. We find it a useful discussion topic as we escort visitors around the Urban
Forest and we hope they will extend the lesson into other ecological debates Perhaps
someone will come up with the absolutely ‘right” solution for the Urban Forest; until then,
we think it important to continue the debate.

) ThB no*». \writlen by SMs book’s authoi, flrsl appeared nr Hw reH 1999 issue of ihe CorrOTundv Iterilrmo
MiorfrtaUon Mewsiolter If is reproduced here with peimtsston
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Appendix 7

SUNNYSIDE ACRES URBAN FOREST

FIRE MANAGEMENT PLAN

JULY 2001

Prepared by:  Roy Strang, PhuD,, R.P.F,
Diana Wegner, Ph.D.
Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest Advisory Committee
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SUNNYSIDE ACRES URBAN FOREST
FIRE MANAGEMENT PLAN

TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION: SUNNYSIDE ACRES: AN URBAN/"11.DLAND
INTERFACE AREA

1. Background: Fire Risk and Management
2. Goals, Objectives, and Principles
3. Division of Responsibilities

1. THF SUNNYSIDE ACRES FIRE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:
INVENTORY, PREVENTION, DETECTION, SUPPRESSION
AND REHABILITATION

Inventory, Priorization, and Mapping of Sunnyside Acres for Fire Hazard
and Risk

A. Fire Histor>'
B. Hazard Assessment
C. Mapping

Prevention

Fire Risk Abatement
Public Education

Fite Hazard Abatement
Access Management
Fire Weather

Planning

TmogoOw»

Detection
Suppression

Rehobiiiation and Mitigation
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Training and Fquipinent

A. All Parks
B, All City operations crews

Annual Reviews

Mutual Aid Agreements
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I[l.  SUNNYSIDE ACRES FIRE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

INVENTORY, PREVENTION, DETECTION, SUPPRESSION
AND REHABILITATION

The following describes the key activities of the Sunnyside Acres Fire Management Plan
and should be implemented as part ofthe Parks, Recreation and Culture Department’s
responsibility. These strategics arc based on current fire management operations which
have been adopted by other agencies including Canadian National and Provincial Parks,
US Forest Service, US National Parks Service, and the B.C. Ministry of Forests.

1. INVENTORY, PRIORIZATION, AND MAPPING OF SUNNYSIDE
ACRES FOR RRE HAZARD AND RISK

A. FIRE HISTORY: develop, maintain, and annually update a fire history
data-base.

The database needs to include a number of retrievable attributes. From a
vegetation management and public safely point of view the most important
attributes are as follows;

)] the cause (if known)

i) location

iii) date and time of day

iv) the site association and successional stage (fuel type)

V) the area burned

Vi) the Canadian Forest Fire Weather Index (FWI) System codes and indexes

Vii) control/suppression tactics and results

Viii) interval between fire report and initiation of suppression
iX) type of fire: ground or crown

X) structural damage resulting

This data base is to be reviewed and updated annually in December.

B. HAZARD ASSESSMENT:

i) Develop an inventor)' program to identify areas ofhigh hazard.
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Fuel and fuel moisture are important to ignition, build-up, and behaviour
of fire more than any other single factor (Agee 1993; Kozlowski and
yXhlgren 1974). Forest health problems may also contribute to fuel build-
up (e.g. root rots that result in windlhrow of trees and accumulation of
fuels on the forest floor). Information on the types of fuels present and the
quantity of forest fuels within Sunnyside Acres is summarized in
Appendix 2. To adequately address some ofthe key fire management
concerns, a natural area fuel survey is required by the Parks, Recreation
and Culture Department. This survey should include an assessment of fuel
types, structure and architecture, and their continuity.

The preferred method is visual fiiel hazard and risk assessment (as detailed
in the overall fire strategy for Surrey's natural areas). Tliese assessments
should be photo documented and carried out on all sites every two to five
years. In the absence oftrained observers, survey forms and procedures
sirould be utill/od (see Beware and Prepare Community Planner, Part 2,
Interface Fire Hazard Forms)

The inventory program will identify high, medium, and low hazard areas
which require stimc form of vegetation management to minimize the
current hazard. A detailed prescription will be required as a basis for the
treatment ofany vegetation. It should document the present and desired
fuel condition.s, treatment method, long term maintenance and treatment
impact on other resource.s, and attributes at risk. The assessment .should
incorporate basic sitc-spccific information as follows.

In Sunny side Acres the degree of fire hazard varies with the different
conditions of specific areas. Only in one comer docs the Forest abut
directly on to homes and gardens, the Forest Edge housing development
on the south-east comer of 140" Street and 24*" Avenue. Fortunately, the
stand adjacent lo the housing development is the low-flammability
dcciduous/hardwood type. The north, west and south boundaries of the
Forest adjoin two-lane paved roadways—28" Avenue. 140th Street, and
20" Avenue respectively—while the eastern edge is bounded by a four-
lane boulevard, 148** Street.

Between 24*" Avenue, which bisects the Forest in an cast/west direction,
and 20" Avenue, the southern boundary, the Forest adjoins a mountain
bike park which is part of the South Surrey Athletic Park complex. The
vegetation is mostly the Dougla.s-fir type. This Park is much fi‘cqucnted
by youths and teenagers, and so has a high hazard rating, particularly in
the south-east comer towards 20" Avenue and in the vicinity of a skate
boarding and youth facility. Teenagers partying, drinking, smoking and
lighting bonfires make it the highest hazard area, one where fuel reduction
may be desirable.

119



® acccssihilily
®  location of fire hydrants
m  hisiory offire incidences (ifrecords available)

Within the Douglas-llIr stand type, areas afTected by root-rot arc to be
assessed, rated and treated as a separate sub-unit. Until control measures
are successfully implemented, the bt*undaries will change steadily and fuel
loads and characteristics will be in a slate of continual flux.

Precedence should be given to the more flammable Douglas-fir
component, the boundary with Forest Kdge housing, and Ihe vicinity ofthe
Vouth Centre and skate-board facility (as noted above) which are both in

the transition zone.

iii) Map the forest: The Forest should be mapped for the foilowing

features:
L ic two major forest .stand types
2 Trails wide enough to be accessible to a small ATV or
“bobcat”
L Trails for only pedestrian passage
4.  Access or entry points
5. Position of fire hydrants around the perimeter
6. Boundaries of f'orest Edge housing development
7. f.»x:alion of the skate hoard and Youth facility'

JINSEKT MAP 2 HERE DEPICTINC THESE EEATURESI

2. PREVENTION
A. FIRE RISK ABATEMENE;

i) Easure the City develops a training program to increase the level of staff
aw'arencs.s in the area of fire prevention, as set out in the City-wide Strategy, ftis
the responsibility of Parks, Recreation and Culture Department to educate other
City operations Departments on forest tire conditions.

ii) Apply the general requirements and strictures for risk-abatement as they are
set out in the overall Strategy. The Parks, Recreation and Culture Department will
liaise with all other City operations stafflo ensure that basic Fire Safe work

procedures are implemented It will also maintain contact with the RCMP

Community Policing Station, District 5.

As noted above under Hazard Abatement, particular attention will be paid to the
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Il, SUNNYSIDE ACRES FIRE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

INVENTORY, PREVENTION, DETECTION, SUPPRESSION
AND REHABILITATION

The following describes the key activities of the Sunnyside Acres Fire Management Plan
and should be implemented as part of the Parks, Recreation and Culture Department’s
responsibility. These strategies are based on current fire management operations which
have been adopted by other agencies including Canadian National and Provincial Parks.
US Forest Service, US National Parks Seryice, and the B.C. Ministry of Forests.

l. INVENTORY, PRIORIZATION, AND MAPPING OF SUNNYSIDE
ACRES FOR FIRE HAZARD AND RISK

A. FIRE HISTORY: develop, maintain, and annually update a fire history
data-base.

The database needs to include a number of retrievable attributes. From a
vegetation management and public safety point of view the most important
attributes are as follows:

)] the cause (if known)

i) location

iif)  date and time of day

iv)  the site association and successional stage (fuel type)

V) the area burned

vi)  the Canadian Forest Fire Weather Inde.x (FWI) System codes and indexes
vii)  conirol/suppression tactics and results

viii) interval between fire report and initiation of suppression

ix)  type offire: ground or crown

X) structural damage resulting

This data base is to be reviewed and updated annually in December.

B. H.A7.ARD ASSESSMENT:

i) Develop an inventory program to identify areas of high hazard.
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Fuel and fuel moisture are important lo ignition, build-up. and behaviour
of fire more than any other single factor (Agee 1993; Kozlowski and
Ahlgren 1974). Forest health problems may also contribute to ftiel build-
up (e.g. root rots that result in windthrow of trees and accumulation of
fuels on the forest floor). Information on the types of fuels present and the
quantity of forest lucis within Sunnyside Acres is summarized in
Appendix 2. To adequately address some ofthe key fire management
concerns, a natural area fuel survey is required by the Parks, Recreation
and Culture Dg>ailment. This sun'ey should include an assessment of fuel
types, structure and architecture, and their continuity.

The preferred method is visual fuel hazard and risk assessment (as detailed
in the overall fire strategy for Surrey’s natural areas). llicse assessments
should be photo documented and carried out on all sites every two to five
years. In the absence oftrained obscrv'crs, survey forms and procedures
should be utilized (.sec Beware and Prepare CommunUy Planner. Part 2.
Interface Fire Hazard Forms)

The inventory program will identify high, medium, and low hazard areas
which require some form of vegetation management to minimize the
current hazard. A detailed prescription will be required as a basis for the
treatment ofany vegetation. It should document the present and desired
fuel conditions, treatment method, long term maintenance and treatment
impact on other resources, and attributes at risk. The assessment should
incorporate basic site-specific information as follows.

In Sunnyside Acres the degree of fire hazard varies with the difierent
conditions of specific areas. Only in one comer does the Forest abut
directly on to homes and gardens, the Forest Edge housing development
on the south-east comer of 140*" Street and 24" Avenue. Fortunately, the
stand adjacent to the housing development is the low-flammability
deciduous/hardwood type. 1 he north, west and south boundaries of the
Forest adjoin two-lane paved roadways—28*" Avenue, 140th Street, and
20" Avenue respectively  while the eastern edge is bounded by a four-
lane boulevard, 148" Street.

Between 24™ Avenue, which bisects the Forest in an easl/"wcst direction,
and 20™ Avenue, the southern boundary, the Forest adjoins a mountain
bike park which is part of the South Surrey Athletic Park complex. The
vegetation is mostly the Douglas-fir type. This Park is much frequented
by youths and teenagers, aiKi so has a high hazard rating, particularly in
the south-east comer towards 20* Avenue and in the vicinity of a skate
boarding and youth facilit}. Teenagers partying, drinking, smoking and
lighting bonfires make it the highest hazard area, one where fuel reduction

may be desirable. 122



Appendix 8. Tenth Anniversary of Dedication Open-House, 1998.

i*l |
You ARK CORDIALIY INVITKD
JX: TO HELP CELKBRATE HIP
s " Tenth Anniversary

'roi- THE DeDIClaTION OF
SUNNYSIDE Acres Urban :

Forest ['ark.

JO:00AM - 4:00PM
Ciuidcd walks.

1ZNOON
A Celebratory cake cutting and brief ceremony
take place by Sunuysidc Acres Urban'
Forest, at the Wally Ross Universal Access 'lI'rail
parking lot off of 24th Avc and near 144th St,
by the South Surrey Athletic Park.

i - Don't forgfl to wear your u/atking thditi
and to dresi for lift weather!

SURREY-PARKS RECREATI0fi & CUITURI

SUNtIYBIOE ACRES URBAN FOREST
LOCATION MAP. A

Smnyside Acres
bt 'Heritage Society

B N\
e A A *th
Sir %,
P n
-1
L aa
MAVE
AnNnniversary
Saturday, SENfMBF.R 26, 199H
Jyside Acres
tafe Society
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iISURREY PARKS, RECREATION & CULTURE

sunnyside Acres
Heritage Soclety

/\/\th

Anniversary

Saturday, September 26, 1998

YOou ARE CORDIALLY INVITED
TO HELP CELEBRATE THE

Tenth Anniversary
OF THE DelHCIVTION OF
Sunnyside Acres Urban
Forest Park.

10.00AM - 4:00PM
Guided walks.

1 ZNOON
A ccicbraiory cake cutting and brief ceremony
will take place by Sunnyside Acres Urban
Forest, at the Wally Ross Universal Access Trail
parking lot off of 24fh Ave and near 144th St,
by the South Surrey Athletic Park.

Don't forget to wear your walking tboes’
and to dress for the weather!
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Appendix 9. 20" Anniversary of Dedication Celebration, 2008.

CELEBRATE
Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest's

20th BIRTHDAY!

Saturday, May 31st
1lam - 1pm
Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest
(Parking lot off of 24 Avenue)
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Appendix 10. Climatic Data for South Surrey.

No. of Days

58
53
a2
4]
38
34
33

30 -

28

27
26

25

CONSECUTIVE DAYSWITH NO MEASURABLE PRECIPITATION

Beglnning oh
14 June 1851
18 July 1986
-2 July 1960
7 July 1990

20 July 1939; 8 July 1961

13 July 1972; 2 July 1984
12 July 1979; 13 July 1988
7 June 1940; 30 June 1985;

. 13 Sept, 1997; 16 July 1998

18'Aug.1998

30 Mar.1951; 24 July 1952;
6 July 1959;. 31 Aug. 1975

11 July 1938; 27 Aug. 1950

20 July 1954; 23 April 1958
13 Aug.1974

21 Aug. 1989
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Appendix 11. Soils of Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest.

Four Soil Series are reported by Peepre (1987) and although Luttmerding
(1980) mapped the area as “unclassified,” he did describe the same four
types. Throughout the area, compact glacial till and pre-glacial deposits
underlie the surficial strata. The consequence is poor internal drainage.

Bose Soil Series

Moderately well-drained orthic humo-ferric podsols up to 1m thick but
underlain by impervious till. Ten-15cm of organic strata cover a loose,
gravelly leached Ah horizon about 20cm thick over a sandy loam Bf. This
cobbly stratum grades in colour from reddish to yellowish-brown with
increasing depth. A compacted or cemented Cg lies below the Bf and rests
on pre-glacial sands.

This series is rated low for agriculture having low water and nutrient-holding
capacity in the surficial, gravelly strata.

Boosey Soil Series

Small pockets of rego-humic gleysols within the Bose Series. These are
more poorly-drained than the Bose soils having a Scm organic layer over
15cm of Ah and up to 100cm of mottled B/C brownish gravelly sand. The
subtending unweathered glacial till is impermeable.

Poor internal drainage means this soil is very poor for agriculture or
landscaping.

Sunshine Soil Series

Orthic-humic-ferric podsols with some 50 cm of sandy loam below 12cm of
thin surficial organic horizons. The sandy loam contains a thin Ae stratum
over an enriched Bf which is interlain with veins of coarse material.
Unweathered, impervious till occurs below 80-100cm.

This soil has a low agricultural potential because of poor water-holding
capacity in the upper strata and impermeability in the underlying till.
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Heron Soil Series

Rego-humic gleysols with permeable upper horizons over an impervious till.
Five cm of dark organic soil lie over some 20cm of peaty material. Below

this there are 75-100cm of mottled B/C over the compact till.

This series has limited agricultural potential, requiring very careful water
management for successful cropping. Without drainage it is too wet for most
uses but, having limited water-holding capacity in the surficial strata, it can

be droughty when drained.

Soil Profile

A soil pit was examined in the north-east block of Douglas-fir. Soil colour
was obtained by comparing moist soil samples with a Munsell colour chart.

Depth Horizon
8 - 6.5cm L
6-d.m F
45-0cm H
0-7em Ah
7-15m Bm
15-17cm Ahb
17 26cm. Bfl
26 -55cm BR2
55 -69em BCg
>690m cg

Composition

mor/moder transition

Colour
(moist)

( mostly mor as it is still matted)

granular fine sandy loam 4/4 7.5YR

gravelly sandy loam
charcoal

gravelly sandy loam

gravelly sandy loam
gravelly sandy loam

loam or sandy loam

4.5/4 7.5YR

4/6 5YR

6/2 2.5YR
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This somberic humo-ferric podsol may be differentiated from the ortho
humo-ferric podsols reported in the Sunshine Soil Series on the basis of the
depth of the Ah horizon (it exceeds 10cm). The structure of these horizons
varies from a weak medium blocky Bm, a structureless Ahb-Bf2, a gleyed
cemented BCg and a platey glacial till Cg that is impermeable to water.
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Appendix 12. Nomenclature of plant species identified in Sunnyside Acres.

(Hitchoch and Cronquist, 1976).

TREES
Conifers
Abies grandis (Dougl.) Forbes
Pseudotsuga menziesii (Mirb.)Franco
Thuya plicata Donn.
Tsuga heterophylla (Raf.)Sarg.
Hardwoods
Acer macrophyllum Pursh
A. circinatum Pursh
Alnus rubra Bong,
Betula occidentalis Hook.
Cornus nuttallii Aud.
Populus trichocarpa T.& G.
Salix spp. L.
Sorbus sitchensis Roemer
(rowan)

SHRUBS
Amelanchier alnifolia Nutt.
Berberis aquifolium Pursh
Corylus cornuta Marsh.
Gaultheria shallon Pursh
Holodiscus discolor (Pursh) Maxim.
Lonicera ciliosa (Pursh) DC
L.involucrata (Rich.) Banks
Oemleria cerasiformis (H.& A.) Landon
Prunus virginiana L.
Rhamnus purshianus DC
Ribes lacustre (Pers.)Poir.
R. sanguineum Pursh
Rubus parviflorus Nutt.
Rosa gymnocarpa Nutt.
R. spectabilis Pursh
R. ursinus Cham.& Schlecht.
Sambucus racemosa L.
Spirea douglasii Hook.

grand fir
Douglas-fir

western red cedar
hemlock

big leaf maple
vine maple

alder

birch

dogwood

black cottonwood
willow

mountain ash

serviceberry
Oregon grape
hazelnut
salal

ocean spray
honeysuckle
twinberry

Indian plum
cherry
cascara
gooseberry
rose
flowering currant
thimbleberry
salmonberry
trailing blackberry
elderberry
spirea, hardhack
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Symphoricarpus albus (L.) Blake

Taxus brevifolia Nutt.
Vaccinium spp. L.

FERNS

Athyrium felix-femina (L.) Roth
Blechnum spicant (L.) Roth
Dryopteris aaustriaca (Jacq.) Waynar
Polypodim glycyrrhiza D.C. Eaton
Polystichum munitum (Kaul.)Presl
Pteridium aquilinum (L.)Kuhn

FORBS & HERBS

Achlys triphylla (Sm.)DC
Anaphalis margaritacea (L.) B. & H.
Cardamine oligosperma Nutt.
Clintonia uniflora (Schult.)Kunth.
Cornus canadensis L.

Dicentra formosa (Andr.)Walp
Equisetum arvense L.

Goodyera oblongifolia Raf.

Lactuca muralis (L.) Fresen.

Lysichiton americanum Hult. & St.John
Maianthemum dilatatum (Wood) Nels.& McB.

Monotropa uniflora L.
Montia sibirica (L.) Howell
Oenanthe sarmentosa Presl. ex DC

Plantago macrocarpa Cham.&Schlecht

P. major L.
Ranunculus repens L.
Smilacina racemosa (L.) Desf.

Stachys cooleyae Heller

snowberry,
waxberry
yew
huckleberries

lady fern
deer fern
wood fern
licorice fern
sword fern
bracken

vanilla leaf
pearly everlasting
bitter cress
Queen’s cup
bunchberry
bleeding heart
horsetail
rattlesnake
plantain

wall lettuce
skunk cabbage
false lily-of-the-
valley

Indian pipe
miners’ lettuce
water parsley
plantain
plantain

trailing buttercup
false Solomon’s
seal

hedge nettle
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Tiarella trifoliata L. foamflower
Tellima grandiflora (Pursh) Dougl

Trientalis latifolia Hook. starflower

Trillium ovatun Pursh Trillium

Urtica lyallii S.Wats. stinging nettle
MOSSES

(after H.Quian & K.Klinka, 1998)

Dicranum fuscescens Turn.

Eurhynchium oreganum (Sull.) Jaeg.

Hylocomium splendens (Hedw.) Schimp in B.S.G.
Hypnum circinale Hook.

Isothecium mysuroides Brid.

Leucolepus acanthoneuron (Schwaegr.) Lindb.
Plagiomnium sp. T.Kop

Plagiothecium undulatum (Hedw.) Schimp. in B.S.G.
Ploytrichum juniperinum Hedw.

Rhytidiadelphus loreus (Hedw.) Warnst.

R. squarrosus (Hedw.) Warnst.

R. triquetrus (Hedw.) Warnst.

Rhyzomnium glabrescens (Kindb.) T.Kop
Tetraphis pellucida Hedw.

134




Appendix 13. Birds, mammals, and amphibians of Sunnyside Acres.

BIRDS, MAMMALS and AMI’HIBIANS of SUNNYSIDE ACRH5

From data kindly provided by White Rock/S.Surrey Naturalists and by

Blackbirds
Brown-headed cowbird

Chickadees & Titmice
Black-capped chickadee

Chestnut-backed chickadee

Common bushtit
Creepers
Brown creeper
Ducks
Wood duck
Flycatchers
Hammond’s flycatcher
Olive-sided flycatcher
Traill’s flycatcher
Pacific slope flycatcher
Western flycatcher
Western wood-pewee
Grouse
Ruffed grouse
Gulls
Glaucous-winged gull
Hawks
Goshawk
Sharp-shinned hawk
Cooper’s hawk
Red-tailed
American kestrel
Humming birds

B.Graham

summer resident,

resident, nests
resident, nests
resident, nests

resident, nests

not seen in last few years
summer only, nests
summer only, nests

summer only, nests
summer only, nests

resident, nests

rare, winter migrant

rare summer, frequent winl
rare summer, frequent wint
resident, nests

winter, mainly peripheral
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Anna’s hummingbird

Ruby-throated hummingbird

Rufous hummingbird
Jays & Crows
Common raven
Northwestern crow
Sleller’s jay
Kinglets

Golden crowned kinglet
Ruby-crowned kinglet

Nuthatches

Red-breasted nuthatch

Owls
Western screech ow'l
Saw-whet owl
Great-homed owl
Pigeons & Doves
Band-tailed pigeon
Rock dove
Sparrows & Finches
American goldfinch
Pine siskin
House finch
Purple finch
Chipping sparrow’
Fox spaiTow
House sparrow
Lincoln’s sparrow
Song sparrow'

Whitc-crowned sparrow
Black-headcd grosbeak

Fvening grosbeak

Dark-eyed junco

Spotted towhee
Swallows & Sw'ifts

Black swift

Bam swallow

Rough-winged sw'allow

Tree swallow
Violet-green swallow

resident, nests
summer only, nests

resident, nests
resident, nests
resident, nests

resident, nests
resident, nests

resident, nests

rare resident, nests
rare resident, nest
rare resident, nests

common in summer, nests

resident, nests
resident, nests
resident, nests
resident, nests
summer only, nests
rare, w'inter only
resident, nests[pcrimeter)
rare spring migrants
resident nests
summer only
summer

common winter, rare summer

resident, nests
resident, nests

summer only
summer only
summer only
summer only, nests
summer only, nests
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Tanagers
Western lanagcr
Terns
Caspian tern
Thrushes
American robin
Swainson’s thrush
Varied thrush
Warblers
Audubon’s warbler
Orange-crowned warbler
Black-throated grey warbler
McOQillivray’s warbler
Townsend’s warbler
Wilson’s warbler
Yellow warbler
Waxwings
Bohemian waxwing
Cedar waxwing
Wrens
Bewick’s wren
Winter wren
Woodpeckers
Common flicker
Downy woodpecker
Hairy woodpecker
Pilealed woodpecker
Yellow-bellied sapsucker
Vircos
Hutton’s vireo
Red-eyed vireo
Solitary vireo
Warbling vireo

summer only, nests

resident, nests
summer only, nests
frequent winter, rare summer

spring and fall migrant
summer only, nests
summer only, nests
summer only, nests
spring and fall migrant
summer only, nests
summer only, nests

irregular, winter only
summer and w inter, may nest

resident, nests
resident, nests

resident, nests
resident, nests
resident, nests
resident, nests
rare resident, nests

rare, winter only
summer only, nests
summer only, nests
summer only.

Bald eagles commonly seen circling overhead,
Turkey vultures occasionally seen eircling in summer.,

137



MAMMALS

(From White Rock/South Surrey Naturalists, Mr. T.Bates and Ms. B.

Graham.)
Species

Blacktailed deer
Chipmunk — Townsend’s
Coyote

Mole - Townsend’s
Myotis bats

Opossum

Rabbit

Raccoon

Squirrel — Douglas
Squirrel, flying

Squirrel, grey [and melanistic form]

AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES
The following have been sighted:

Alligator lizard

Garter snake

Pacific tree frog
Red-backed salamander
Red-legged frog
Western toad

Status

small resident herd
frequently seen
frequent

one sight record
several species
sighted & road kills
feral

common

common
infrequent
becoming more common

mostly on perimeter
mostly on perimeter
fairly common

fairly common

in wettest, marshy areas
fairly common
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ADDENDA

Since the booklet was first compiled these additional occurances have been noted

PLANTS
Conifers Picea sitchensis(Bong.) Carr Sitka spruce
Forbs Monotropa uniflora L. Indian pipe

BIRDS (data kindly provided by Dr. A. Schultz)

Blackbirds

Flycatchers

Hawks

Meadowlarks

Owls

Orioles

Pigeons & Doves

Sparrows & Finches

Thrushes

Brewers Blackbird

Willow Flycatcher
- a more specific identification than “Traill’s Flycatcher

Northern Harrier
- over playing fields adjoining the Forest

Western Meadowlark
- in grassy area adjoining the Forest

Barred Owl

Northern (Buttock’s) Oriole
- summer

Mourning Dove
- summer

Golden-Crowned Sparrow
- winter
Red Crossbill

Hermit Thrush
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Roy Strang brought his family and 26 years of international forestry
experience to Sunnyside Acres when he moved to the Sunnyside area from
Ottawa in 1976. Roy holds degrees in Forestry (B.Sc., University of
Edinburgh, 1950 and in Ecology (Ph. D., London University, 1965).

With Alison, his wife, and her dogs, he has regularly walked in the
woodlands which straddled 24™ Avenue between 140" and 52"~ Streets.
Thirty years ago they would see coyotes, an occasional deer, some horse-
back riders, and a few walkers—»but no joggers. Things are different now;
where once it was quietly rural, the area has become largely suburbanized.

The tranquility of the woods plus the opportunity to watch a second-growth
forest recover from human disturbance convinced him that it was desirable
to preserve at least part of the area. Time has strengthened that resolve.
Thanks largely to the campaign by the Save Our Sunnyside group (Roy was
one of the originals), Surrey has an immediately accessible oasis and an
outﬁloor laboratory of nature. Roy is anxious that it should be maintained as
such.

In May of 2008 Roy was recognized for his stewardship and advocacy for
Sunnyside at the 20" anniversary of the dedication of Sunnyside as an Urban
Forest. He was presented with a plaque that was then affixed to a specially
dedicated bench in the Acres. The plaque reads: “Honouring Roy Strang,
Ph.D., R.P.F., Founding member of Sunnyside Acres Heritage Society,
President from 1995-2008. A true friend of the Forest.” At the same event,
Roy was made a life member of the Society.

Photo 22: Bench dedicated to Roy Strang (A. Lockley).
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